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In their diasporic cultural creations, Russia’s Jews employed the general 
themes of artists under tsars and Soviets, but they modified these themes 
to fit their own needs. The result was a hybrid, Russian-Jewish culture, 
unique and dynamic. Few today consider that Jewish Eastern Europe, the “old 
world,” was in fact a power incubator of modern Jewish consciousness. Brian 
Horowitz, a well-known scholar of Russian Jewry, presents essays on Jewish 
education, historiography, literature, and Jewish philosophy that intersect 
with contemporary interests on the big questions of Jewish life. The book lets 
us grasp the meaning of secular Judaism and gives models from the past in 
order to stimulate ideas for the present.

“Through this learned, wide-ranging collection of articles on a 
fascinating generation of Jewish intellectuals, historians and authors, 
Brian Horowitz provides an invaluable set of insights into the many 
different connections between Russian and Jewish cultures and 
societies.... With articles on S. An-sky, Simon Dubnow, Vladimir 
Jabotinsky and other key figures, this book will soon become 
required reading for students and scholars of Russian, Jewish and 
East European histories.”

—Scott Ury Senior Lecturer, Department of Jewish History; Director, 
Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism and 

Racism, Tel Aviv University

“Brian Horowitz’s beautifully written essays illustrate the vibrancy 
and vicissitudes of Russian Jewish thought in the late Imperial and 
early Soviet periods. With mastery of Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian, and 
German sources, he plumbs the depths of philosophy and fiction 
to convey the subtleties of Jewish intellectual history all the while 
countering the stereotype of Jewish victimization.”

—Steven G. Marks, Professor of History,  
Clemson University

Brian Horowitz is the holder of the Sizeler Family Chair in Jewish Studies 
at Tulane University in New Orleans. He is an expert on the Jews of Eastern  
Europe and author of several books, including Empire Jews, Jewish Philanthropy 
and Education in Late-Tsarist Russia, and Russian Idea—Jewish Presence.

Medieval
Jerusalem

Forging an Islamic City in Spaces
Sacred to Christians and Jews

Jacob Lassner

Dana E. Katz examines the Jewish ghetto of Venice as a paradox of urban 
space. In 1516 the Senate established the ghetto on the periphery of the city and 
legislated nocturnal curfews to reduce the Jews’ visibility in Venice. Katz argues 
that it was precisely this practice of marginalization that put the ghetto on 
display for Christian and Jewish eyes. According to her research, early modern 
Venetians grounded their conceptions of the ghetto in discourses of sight. Katz’s 
unique approach demonstrates how Venice’s Jewish ghetto engaged the sensory 
imagination of its inhabitants in complex and contradictory ways that both shaped 
urban space and reshaped Christian-Jewish relations.

Dana E. Katz is Joshua C. Taylor Associate Professor of Art History and 
Humanities at Reed College. Her research explores representations of religious 
difference in early modern Italy, with a particular focus on Jewish-Christian 
relations. Katz is the author of The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance, as  
well as articles in The Art Bulletin, Art History, and Jewish History.

Jacket image: Giovanni Merlo, Vero o real 
disegno della inclita cita di Venetia. Photo 
courtesy of The Newberry Library, Chicago 
(Novacco, 4F 288).
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The Jewish Ghetto 
and the Visual 
Imagination of 
Early Modern Venice
Dana E. Katz

צילום על העטיפה: דוד רובינגר, ידיעות אחרונות
עיצוב העטיפה: שי צאודרר

מחיר 116 ₪  |  מאי 2017

אוניברסיטת בןֿֿֿ־גוריון מכון בןֿֿֿ־גוריון לחקר ישראל והציונות
יד יצחק בן־צבי

קימי קפלן מלמד במחלקה 

לתולדות ישראל ויהדות זמננו 

על שם ישראל וגולדה קושיצקי 

באוניברסיטת בר־אילן. תחום 

מחקרו הוא היסטוריה דתית 

במאות התשע עשרה והעשרים, 

והוא חוקר זרמים דתיים בחברה 

היהודית, את הדרשה וספרות 

הדרוש ואת הדת העממית.

עמרם בלוי הנהיג את נטורי קרתא, קבוצה חרדית קנאית אנטי־ציונית, משלהי שנות 

השלושים עד אמצע שנות השישים של המאה העשרים. האיש והקבוצה הקטנה 

שהנהיג יזמו עשרות רבות של הפגנות, בעיקר בירושלים, במחאה על חילולי שבת 

ועל נורמות הצניעות במרחב הציבורי. הם התעמתו עם שוטרים והעסיקו רבות את 

משטרת ישראל, את נבחרי הציבור ואת השיח הציבורי והתקשורתי, והיו אורחים של 

קבע בבתי מעצר, בבתי משפט ובבתי כלא. עמרם בלוי עיצב במידה רבה את דימויהּ 

לשוליותה  הפוך  ביחס  עומד  זה  דימוי  מחאה.  כקבוצת  קרתא  נטורי  של  העָצמתי 

המספרית, ורישומו ניכר עד ימינו בזיכרון הקולקטיבי ובדעת הקהל בישראל.

אלה שהכירו את עמרם בלוי או פגשו אותו לא נותרו אדישים כלפיו. היו ששנאוהו, 

היו שחלקו עליו, והיו שראו בו קוריוז ומייצגו של עולם שאבד עליו הכלח. בה בעת 

היו שגילו בו עניין, העריצוהו או ראו בו דמות מיתית. הוא לא היה למדן, תאולוג או 

התנועתי־ במובן  עסקן  היה  ולא  רבניים  במשרה  או  בתואר  נשא  לא  הלכה,  פוסק 

סערה  וחולל  החרדי  העולם  מוסכמות  על  תיגר  מלקרוא  נרתע  לא  הוא  פוליטי. 

בנישואיו השניים לגיורת רות בן־דוד. עם זאת הוא היה אידאולוג ומפגין תקיף ונחוש 

שניחן באישיות ססגונית ומורכבת ובמזג סוער, ברגישות ובמאור פנים. 

ביוגרפיה זו, המבוססת על מגוון עשיר של מקורות, פותחת צוהר לעולמם של חרדים 

מי  של  סיפורו  את  היא מספרת  בפרט.  בלוי  ושל עמרם  בכלל  אנטי־ציונים  קנאים 

יש  נפרד ממנה.  ובו בזמן היה חלק בלתי  ולמדינת ישראל  שהתנגד למפעל הציוני 

בספר זה משום הזמנה להתבונן בציונות, במפעל הציוני ובמדינת ישראל מנקודת 

מבטו של אחד המתנגדים הגדולים והעקיבים שקמו להם בחברה היהודית במאה 

העשרים.
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עולמו של מנהיג נטורי קרתא
עמרם בלוי
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v o l u m e 1   Introduction: The Persian Period
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The archeology of Hellenistic Palestine 
marie-christine halpern-zylberstein

The political and social history of Palestine from Alexander 
to Antiochus III (333–187 b.c.e.) martin hengel

Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek in the Hellenistic age  
james barr

The Diaspora in the Hellenistic age harald hegermann
The interpenetration of Judaism and Hellenism in the 

pre-Maccabean period martin hengel
The men of the Great Synagogue (circa 400–170 b.c.e.) 

louis finkelstein
The Pharisaic leadership after the Great Synagogue (170 

b.c.e.–135 c.e.) louis finkelstein
Antiochus IV otto mørkholm
The Hasmonean revolt and the Hasmonean dynasty 

jonathan a. goldstein
Jewish literature in Hebrew and Aramaic in the Greek era 

mathias delcor
Jewish-Greek literature of the Greek period 

nikolaus walter
The apocrypha and pseudepigrapha of the Hellenistic 

period mathias delcor
The book of Daniel h. l. ginsberg
The matrix of apocalyptic paul d. hanson
The Septuagint and its Hebrew text harry m. orlinsky
The Targumim roger le déaut
The Samaritans james d. purvis
The growth of anti-Judaism or the Greek attitude towards 

Jews emilio gabba
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This seventh volume of The Cambridge History 
of Judaism provides an authoritative and detailed 
overview of early modern Jewish history, offering 
a detailed and authoritative interpretive survey of 
Judaism from 1500 to 1815.  The essays, written 
by an international team of scholars, situate 
the Jewish experience in relation to the multiple 
political, intellectual and cultural currents of 
the period. They also explore and problematize 
the “modernization” of world Jewry over this 
period from a global perspective, covering Jews 
in the Islamic world and in the Americas, as well 
as in Europe, with many chapters straddling the 
conventional lines of division between Sephardic, 
Ashkenazic, and Mizrahi history. The most up 
to date, comprehensive, and authoritative work 
on this topic currently available, this volume will 
serve as an essential reference tool and ideal point 
of entry for advanced students and scholars of 
early modern Jewish history.
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Memoirs
of an

Unfinished
Tale

A Performance
of Acts of the Apostles

MARK F. WHITTERS

with Application Questions for Study and Discussion
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emoirs of an Unfinished Tale

What if Luke had to reteach the basic lessons of his history of the early Church?  How 
would he communicate his point while livening up the details for someone who either 
was not present for the actual event or had not paid su�cient attention the �rst time he 
wrote Acts of the Apostles?
 �is is Luke’s résumé for a younger and still eager �eophilus.  He reenacts stories and 
replays events almost as a performance before the audience’s eyes. He knows that history 
is not a dry memorization of facts nor a chain of events, but a compendium of vital 
lessons that guide growth and change.  History unfolds as episodes, cohering around an 
intelligible theme with drama and suspense.  Not unlike a play, it requires imaginative 
performance to both entertain and provoke an audience to react.  
 �is is a fresh way of presenting the Bible, a method based on a rapidly growing 
movement in college and university classrooms called “reacting.” It is in line with more 
traditional ways of understanding Scripture as performed in the context of liturgy.  At 
the same time this book challenges individual with creative poems and illustrations and 
a built-in system of application questions for daily readings.

“Mark Whitters’s Memoirs of an Un�nished Tale is a remarkable achievement, a creative update of 
the Book of Acts. It invites readers into the �rst century while drawing Acts into the twenty-�rst. 
Beautifully written, the book o�ers the fruit of contemplation rooted in solid scholarship. 
�oughtful questions at the end of each chapter make it even more valuable for personal Bible 
study—but it would be the most fun read, or acted out, in community. �is book is unique, 
wonderful, and highly recommended!”
—LESLIE BAYNES, Missouri State University
 
“Drawing from certain aspects and features of the historical novel, the narrative sermon, and the 
exegetical commentary, Whitters creatively performs a new genre of biblical interpretation by 
retelling the story of the Acts of the Apostles. His performance sets the story in the historical and 
cultural setting of �rst-century Jews and Gentiles and their world. �e boundary between the �rst 
and the twenty-�rst centuries, however, dissolves as Whitters entices the modern reader to leave 
the spectator’s seat and to enter the story as a participant . . .”
—TROY W. MARTIN, Saint Xavier University

“Whitters provides his readers with an imaginative re-envisioning of the composition of the Book 
of Acts as a highly selective, performative, and episodic sequence of vital lessons drawn from the 
Lukan understanding of the history of the early church.”
—GARY KNOPPERS, University of Notre Dame

Mark F. Whitters  is a senior lecturer with a post in Jewish Studies in the Department of 
History & Philosophy at Eastern Michigan University.  He is a member of an ecumenical brotherhood 
called Servants of the Word that has done urban outreach in the city of Detroit, where he has lived for 
the past 17 years. He is author and editor of several books and more than 20 articles.
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Martha Himmelfarb

JEWISH MESSIAHS
in a CHRISTIAN EMPIRE
• •

• • •

STORY

A JEWISH LIFE 

IN PERFORMANCE 

AND POLITICS

DAVID WEINSTEIN

    EDDIE 
CANTOR
THE

 יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה
 1750 –1700

שמואל פיינר

בדמויותיה  מסחררת  היהודים,  של  המודרני  העידן  את  הפותחת  עשרה,  השמונה  המאה 
ובאירועיה. תקופה זו, שעמדה בסימן התעצמות האוטונומיה של הפרט, התאפיינה בסתירות 
ובניגודים. מן הצד האחד נרקמו חזונות מרהיבים על עולם מתוקן ומואר של תבונה והומניזם, 
ומן הצד האחר צבעו חשדנות ושמרנות את המציאות בצבעים קודרים. תנועות של התחדשות 
דתית, דוגמת השבתאות והחסידות, פרצו לעולם, וקריאות לנאורות ולהרחבת גבולות הידע 

ערערו מוסכמות רבות. 
עת חדשה: יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה, 1700—1750 בא לשרטט את מלוא פניה 

של התקופה. כרך זה, ראשון מבין שניים, מקיף את מחציתה הראשונה של המאה השמונה 
עשרה באמצעות תיאור כרונולוגי של אירועים וסיפורי חיים. מתוך האזנה רגישה לקולות 
המחאה ולשאיפות לתיקון עולם ולהשגת אושר ליחיד ולכלל, מציג הספר עת חדשה את 

הביוגרפיה המפותלת של מאה שנים מנקודת מבטם של יהודי אירופה. 
משרתות,  ומשכילים,  מקובלים  ורבנים,  מנהיגים  של  סיפוריהם  אחר  עוקב  חדשה  עת 

עמדן,  יעקב  הרב  של  האינטימיים  חייו  לייב,  בת  גליקל  של  יומנה  והרפתקנים.  קבצנים 
רדיפתו של רמח"ל, פרשת "היהודי זיס", מחשבי קץ ועולים לארץ ישראל, עלילות הדם 

בפולין וגירוש יהודי פראג – כל אלה נארגים ביד אמן ויוצרים את סיפורה של תקופה.

שמואל פיינר הוא פרופסור להיסטוריה יהודית של העת החדשה באוניברסיטת בר-אילן 
ועומד בראש מכון ליאו בק בירושלים. בין ספריו: השכלה והיסטוריה: תולדותיה של הכרת 
משה  ה-18;  במאה  היהודית  ההשכלה  תנועת  הנאורות:  מהפכת  מודרנית;  יהודית  עבר 
מרכז  בהוצאת  )כולם  ה-18  המאה  ביהדות  וספקנות  מתירנות  החילון:  שורשי  מנדלסון; 

זלמן שזר(; מלחמת תרבות: תנועת ההשכלה היהודית במאה ה-19 )כרמל(.

על העטיפה: מדליונים המתארים את חייו ומותו של "היהודי זיס", 1738,

Photo: H. Zwietasch; Landesmuseum Württemberg, Stuttgart
עיצוב העטיפה: רמי וז׳קי
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This volume explores the female dynasty of the House of David and its influence 
on the Jewish messianic myth. It provides a missing link in the chain of research on 
the topic of messianism and contributes to the understanding of the connection 
between female transgression and redemption, from the Bible through Rabbinic 
literature until the Zohar. The author examines the centrality of the mother 
image in Judeo-Christan culture and the parallels between the figure of Mary in 
the Gospels and the Davidic mothers in  Hebrew Scripture, revealing reciprocal 
representations of “the mother of the Messiah” in Christian and Jewish imaginaire. 
Deploying theories in gender studies, psychoanalysis, and comparative religion, 
this study offers a uniquely composite approach the “mythic gaps” in classic Jewish 
sources. The book won the Pines, Lakritz, and Warburg awards.

“Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel’s careful handling of discussions spanning 
nearly two thousand years of Jewish literary output is highly original and 
is accomplished by excellent knowledge of the relevant texts and of the 
research literature, gender studies, and myth theory. The overall picture 
that emerged from this book is an innovation within the field of Jewish 
thought … a major contribution to the understanding of the messianic 
idea and its development in certain branches of the Jewish world, as well 
as to the understanding of the importance of the role of women in the 
genealogy of the Messiah.”

— Moshe Idel, Professor Emeritus of Jewish Thought, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“This is a fascinating history of women’s transgressive sexuality, which 
features time and again in the biblical, rabbinic and kabbalistic sources, 
where it is construed as the crucial and most productive element of 
the redemptive process, giving rise to the famously irregular maternal 
genealogy of the Jewish Messiah in each one of his incarnations, right up 
to and including Jesus Christ.”

— Ada Rapoport-Albert, Professor of Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies, University College London

“Relying on a unique blend of feminist theory and psychoanalysis, 
Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel offers a highly illuminating account of the 
role of mothers—from the Bible to the Zohar—within the framework 
of messianic configurations. An innovative and beautifully written 
book that invites us to consider the great relevance of gender issues to 
the understanding of the enigmatic interrelations between transgression 
and redemption.” 

— Ilana Pardes, Professor of Gender and Comparative Literature, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel is a lecturer at the University of Haifa and is a research 
fellow at the Tel Aviv Institute for Contemporary Psychoanalysis and at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute. Her current research deals with intersections between 
mysticism, gender, and psychoanalysis.
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Mothers of the Messiah in the Jewish Myth

RUTH KARA-IVANOV KANIEL
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SAMI ROHR PRIZE 
FOR JEWISH LITERATURE
The Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish 
Literature, established in 2007 by 
the Rohr family, honors the legacy 
of their patriarch, Sami Rohr z”l who 
had a lifelong love of Jewish learning 
and of great literature. The largest 
award of its kind in North America, 
$100,000 is presented to an emerging 
writer who demonstrates the potential 
for continued contribution to Jewish 
literature. Four additional finalists 

and winners of cash prizes then become Fellows in the Sami 
Rohr Jewish Literary group. Fiction and non-fiction books are 
considered in alternate years. Past winners have consistently 
reported that the prize has given them the time to pursue and 
complete additional writing projects.

SAMI ROHR JEWISH LITERARY INSTITUTE
In conjunction with the Sami Rohr Prize, the Sami Rohr 
Jewish Literary Institute – a forum devoted to creating a Jewish 
literary community – is a biennial gathering of the Sami Rohr 
winners, fellows, judges, and advisors. Writing can often be a 
lonely profession, and the Institutes create a platform for both 
established and emerging writers to meet, share, and network. 
Writers gather in large and small groups to discuss issues and 
problems coming up in their writing and to advise each other. 
The only gathering of its kind, the mentoring environment 
helps shape and inspire Jewish literary creativity into the 
future.

www.jewishbookcouncil.org
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The  
Russian- 

Jewish  
Tradition

Intellectuals Historians 
Revolutionaries

BRIAN HOROWITZ
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In their diasporic cultural creations, Russia’s Jews employed the general 
themes of artists under tsars and Soviets, but they modified these themes 
to fit their own needs. The result was a hybrid, Russian-Jewish culture, 
unique and dynamic. Few today consider that Jewish Eastern Europe, the “old 
world,” was in fact a power incubator of modern Jewish consciousness. Brian 
Horowitz, a well-known scholar of Russian Jewry, presents essays on Jewish 
education, historiography, literature, and Jewish philosophy that intersect 
with contemporary interests on the big questions of Jewish life. The book lets 
us grasp the meaning of secular Judaism and gives models from the past in 
order to stimulate ideas for the present.

“Through this learned, wide-ranging collection of articles on a 
fascinating generation of Jewish intellectuals, historians and authors, 
Brian Horowitz provides an invaluable set of insights into the many 
different connections between Russian and Jewish cultures and 
societies.... With articles on S. An-sky, Simon Dubnow, Vladimir 
Jabotinsky and other key figures, this book will soon become 
required reading for students and scholars of Russian, Jewish and 
East European histories.”

—Scott Ury Senior Lecturer, Department of Jewish History; Director, 
Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism and 

Racism, Tel Aviv University

“Brian Horowitz’s beautifully written essays illustrate the vibrancy 
and vicissitudes of Russian Jewish thought in the late Imperial and 
early Soviet periods. With mastery of Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian, and 
German sources, he plumbs the depths of philosophy and fiction 
to convey the subtleties of Jewish intellectual history all the while 
countering the stereotype of Jewish victimization.”

—Steven G. Marks, Professor of History,  
Clemson University

Brian Horowitz is the holder of the Sizeler Family Chair in Jewish Studies 
at Tulane University in New Orleans. He is an expert on the Jews of Eastern  
Europe and author of several books, including Empire Jews, Jewish Philanthropy 
and Education in Late-Tsarist Russia, and Russian Idea—Jewish Presence.

Medieval
Jerusalem

Forging an Islamic City in Spaces
Sacred to Christians and Jews

Jacob Lassner

Dana E. Katz examines the Jewish ghetto of Venice as a paradox of urban 
space. In 1516 the Senate established the ghetto on the periphery of the city and 
legislated nocturnal curfews to reduce the Jews’ visibility in Venice. Katz argues 
that it was precisely this practice of marginalization that put the ghetto on 
display for Christian and Jewish eyes. According to her research, early modern 
Venetians grounded their conceptions of the ghetto in discourses of sight. Katz’s 
unique approach demonstrates how Venice’s Jewish ghetto engaged the sensory 
imagination of its inhabitants in complex and contradictory ways that both shaped 
urban space and reshaped Christian-Jewish relations.

Dana E. Katz is Joshua C. Taylor Associate Professor of Art History and 
Humanities at Reed College. Her research explores representations of religious 
difference in early modern Italy, with a particular focus on Jewish-Christian 
relations. Katz is the author of The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance, as  
well as articles in The Art Bulletin, Art History, and Jewish History.

Jacket image: Giovanni Merlo, Vero o real 
disegno della inclita cita di Venetia. Photo 
courtesy of The Newberry Library, Chicago 
(Novacco, 4F 288).
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The Jewish Ghetto 
and the Visual 
Imagination of 
Early Modern Venice
Dana E. Katz

צילום על העטיפה: דוד רובינגר, ידיעות אחרונות
עיצוב העטיפה: שי צאודרר
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אוניברסיטת בןֿֿֿ־גוריון מכון בןֿֿֿ־גוריון לחקר ישראל והציונות
יד יצחק בן־צבי

קימי קפלן מלמד במחלקה 

לתולדות ישראל ויהדות זמננו 

על שם ישראל וגולדה קושיצקי 

באוניברסיטת בר־אילן. תחום 

מחקרו הוא היסטוריה דתית 

במאות התשע עשרה והעשרים, 

והוא חוקר זרמים דתיים בחברה 

היהודית, את הדרשה וספרות 

הדרוש ואת הדת העממית.

עמרם בלוי הנהיג את נטורי קרתא, קבוצה חרדית קנאית אנטי־ציונית, משלהי שנות 

השלושים עד אמצע שנות השישים של המאה העשרים. האיש והקבוצה הקטנה 

שהנהיג יזמו עשרות רבות של הפגנות, בעיקר בירושלים, במחאה על חילולי שבת 

ועל נורמות הצניעות במרחב הציבורי. הם התעמתו עם שוטרים והעסיקו רבות את 

משטרת ישראל, את נבחרי הציבור ואת השיח הציבורי והתקשורתי, והיו אורחים של 

קבע בבתי מעצר, בבתי משפט ובבתי כלא. עמרם בלוי עיצב במידה רבה את דימויהּ 

לשוליותה  הפוך  ביחס  עומד  זה  דימוי  מחאה.  כקבוצת  קרתא  נטורי  של  העָצמתי 

המספרית, ורישומו ניכר עד ימינו בזיכרון הקולקטיבי ובדעת הקהל בישראל.

אלה שהכירו את עמרם בלוי או פגשו אותו לא נותרו אדישים כלפיו. היו ששנאוהו, 

היו שחלקו עליו, והיו שראו בו קוריוז ומייצגו של עולם שאבד עליו הכלח. בה בעת 

היו שגילו בו עניין, העריצוהו או ראו בו דמות מיתית. הוא לא היה למדן, תאולוג או 

התנועתי־ במובן  עסקן  היה  ולא  רבניים  במשרה  או  בתואר  נשא  לא  הלכה,  פוסק 

סערה  וחולל  החרדי  העולם  מוסכמות  על  תיגר  מלקרוא  נרתע  לא  הוא  פוליטי. 

בנישואיו השניים לגיורת רות בן־דוד. עם זאת הוא היה אידאולוג ומפגין תקיף ונחוש 

שניחן באישיות ססגונית ומורכבת ובמזג סוער, ברגישות ובמאור פנים. 

ביוגרפיה זו, המבוססת על מגוון עשיר של מקורות, פותחת צוהר לעולמם של חרדים 

מי  של  סיפורו  את  היא מספרת  בפרט.  בלוי  ושל עמרם  בכלל  אנטי־ציונים  קנאים 

יש  נפרד ממנה.  ובו בזמן היה חלק בלתי  ולמדינת ישראל  שהתנגד למפעל הציוני 

בספר זה משום הזמנה להתבונן בציונות, במפעל הציוני ובמדינת ישראל מנקודת 

מבטו של אחד המתנגדים הגדולים והעקיבים שקמו להם בחברה היהודית במאה 

העשרים.
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This seventh volume of The Cambridge History 
of Judaism provides an authoritative and detailed 
overview of early modern Jewish history, offering 
a detailed and authoritative interpretive survey of 
Judaism from 1500 to 1815.  The essays, written 
by an international team of scholars, situate 
the Jewish experience in relation to the multiple 
political, intellectual and cultural currents of 
the period. They also explore and problematize 
the “modernization” of world Jewry over this 
period from a global perspective, covering Jews 
in the Islamic world and in the Americas, as well 
as in Europe, with many chapters straddling the 
conventional lines of division between Sephardic, 
Ashkenazic, and Mizrahi history. The most up 
to date, comprehensive, and authoritative work 
on this topic currently available, this volume will 
serve as an essential reference tool and ideal point 
of entry for advanced students and scholars of 
early modern Jewish history.

T H E  C A M B R I D G E 

H I S T O RY  O F 

J U DA I SM 
 

VOLUM E  SEV E N

T H E  E A R LY  MODE R N 

WOR L D,  1 50 0 – 181 5

EDITED BY 

J O N A T H A N  K A R P  A N D 

A D A M  S U T C L I F F E

W r i t ings on stat e ,  

r e l igion, & 

Mor a l i t y

B
R

A
N

D
E

I
S

 
L

I
B

R
A

R
Y

 
O

F
 

M
O

D
E

R
N

 
J

E
W

I
S

H
 

T
H

O
U

G
H

T

TLMJ

Edited by  
Leora Batnitzky and 
Yonatan Brafman

Jewish Legal
Theories

noam zadoff

Gershom 
Scholem

From Berlin to Jerusalem and Back

A
n

 I
n

te
ll

ec
tu

a
l 

B
io

g
r

a
p

h
y

THE
BOOK

SMUGGLERS

Part isans ,  Poets ,  and the Race to  Save

Jewish Treasures from the Naz is

DAVID E.  FISHMAN

STORY

A JEWISH LIFE 

IN PERFORMANCE 

AND POLITICS

DAVID WEINSTEIN

    EDDIE 
CANTOR
THE

An Intellectual Biography of 

Adi Gordon

nationalism’s
end

towar d

h an s k o hn

W
H

IT
T

E
R

S
_M

em
o

irs o
f an U

nfinished
 Tale.11261

1

www.wipfandstock.com
COVER DESIGN: JIM TEDRICK

COVER ART: “I WIll Pour Out My Spirit” by 

T: 10.00 

B: 9.00

S: 6.00

Spine: .38 

Cascade Books
An Imprint of WIPF and STOCK Publishers

MATTE FINISHMATTE FINISH

M
ATTE FIN

ISH

Memoirs
of an

Unfinished
Tale

A Performance
of Acts of the Apostles
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emoirs of an Unfinished Tale

What if Luke had to reteach the basic lessons of his history of the early Church?  How 
would he communicate his point while livening up the details for someone who either 
was not present for the actual event or had not paid su�cient attention the �rst time he 
wrote Acts of the Apostles?
 �is is Luke’s résumé for a younger and still eager �eophilus.  He reenacts stories and 
replays events almost as a performance before the audience’s eyes. He knows that history 
is not a dry memorization of facts nor a chain of events, but a compendium of vital 
lessons that guide growth and change.  History unfolds as episodes, cohering around an 
intelligible theme with drama and suspense.  Not unlike a play, it requires imaginative 
performance to both entertain and provoke an audience to react.  
 �is is a fresh way of presenting the Bible, a method based on a rapidly growing 
movement in college and university classrooms called “reacting.” It is in line with more 
traditional ways of understanding Scripture as performed in the context of liturgy.  At 
the same time this book challenges individual with creative poems and illustrations and 
a built-in system of application questions for daily readings.

“Mark Whitters’s Memoirs of an Un�nished Tale is a remarkable achievement, a creative update of 
the Book of Acts. It invites readers into the �rst century while drawing Acts into the twenty-�rst. 
Beautifully written, the book o�ers the fruit of contemplation rooted in solid scholarship. 
�oughtful questions at the end of each chapter make it even more valuable for personal Bible 
study—but it would be the most fun read, or acted out, in community. �is book is unique, 
wonderful, and highly recommended!”
—LESLIE BAYNES, Missouri State University
 
“Drawing from certain aspects and features of the historical novel, the narrative sermon, and the 
exegetical commentary, Whitters creatively performs a new genre of biblical interpretation by 
retelling the story of the Acts of the Apostles. His performance sets the story in the historical and 
cultural setting of �rst-century Jews and Gentiles and their world. �e boundary between the �rst 
and the twenty-�rst centuries, however, dissolves as Whitters entices the modern reader to leave 
the spectator’s seat and to enter the story as a participant . . .”
—TROY W. MARTIN, Saint Xavier University

“Whitters provides his readers with an imaginative re-envisioning of the composition of the Book 
of Acts as a highly selective, performative, and episodic sequence of vital lessons drawn from the 
Lukan understanding of the history of the early church.”
—GARY KNOPPERS, University of Notre Dame

Mark F. Whitters  is a senior lecturer with a post in Jewish Studies in the Department of 
History & Philosophy at Eastern Michigan University.  He is a member of an ecumenical brotherhood 
called Servants of the Word that has done urban outreach in the city of Detroit, where he has lived for 
the past 17 years. He is author and editor of several books and more than 20 articles.
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 יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה
 1750 –1700

שמואל פיינר

בדמויותיה  מסחררת  היהודים,  של  המודרני  העידן  את  הפותחת  עשרה,  השמונה  המאה 
ובאירועיה. תקופה זו, שעמדה בסימן התעצמות האוטונומיה של הפרט, התאפיינה בסתירות 
ובניגודים. מן הצד האחד נרקמו חזונות מרהיבים על עולם מתוקן ומואר של תבונה והומניזם, 
ומן הצד האחר צבעו חשדנות ושמרנות את המציאות בצבעים קודרים. תנועות של התחדשות 
דתית, דוגמת השבתאות והחסידות, פרצו לעולם, וקריאות לנאורות ולהרחבת גבולות הידע 

ערערו מוסכמות רבות. 
עת חדשה: יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה, 1700—1750 בא לשרטט את מלוא פניה 

של התקופה. כרך זה, ראשון מבין שניים, מקיף את מחציתה הראשונה של המאה השמונה 
עשרה באמצעות תיאור כרונולוגי של אירועים וסיפורי חיים. מתוך האזנה רגישה לקולות 
המחאה ולשאיפות לתיקון עולם ולהשגת אושר ליחיד ולכלל, מציג הספר עת חדשה את 

הביוגרפיה המפותלת של מאה שנים מנקודת מבטם של יהודי אירופה. 
משרתות,  ומשכילים,  מקובלים  ורבנים,  מנהיגים  של  סיפוריהם  אחר  עוקב  חדשה  עת 

עמדן,  יעקב  הרב  של  האינטימיים  חייו  לייב,  בת  גליקל  של  יומנה  והרפתקנים.  קבצנים 
רדיפתו של רמח"ל, פרשת "היהודי זיס", מחשבי קץ ועולים לארץ ישראל, עלילות הדם 

בפולין וגירוש יהודי פראג – כל אלה נארגים ביד אמן ויוצרים את סיפורה של תקופה.

שמואל פיינר הוא פרופסור להיסטוריה יהודית של העת החדשה באוניברסיטת בר-אילן 
ועומד בראש מכון ליאו בק בירושלים. בין ספריו: השכלה והיסטוריה: תולדותיה של הכרת 
משה  ה-18;  במאה  היהודית  ההשכלה  תנועת  הנאורות:  מהפכת  מודרנית;  יהודית  עבר 
מרכז  בהוצאת  )כולם  ה-18  המאה  ביהדות  וספקנות  מתירנות  החילון:  שורשי  מנדלסון; 

זלמן שזר(; מלחמת תרבות: תנועת ההשכלה היהודית במאה ה-19 )כרמל(.

על העטיפה: מדליונים המתארים את חייו ומותו של "היהודי זיס", 1738,

Photo: H. Zwietasch; Landesmuseum Württemberg, Stuttgart
עיצוב העטיפה: רמי וז׳קי
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This volume explores the female dynasty of the House of David and its influence 
on the Jewish messianic myth. It provides a missing link in the chain of research on 
the topic of messianism and contributes to the understanding of the connection 
between female transgression and redemption, from the Bible through Rabbinic 
literature until the Zohar. The author examines the centrality of the mother 
image in Judeo-Christan culture and the parallels between the figure of Mary in 
the Gospels and the Davidic mothers in  Hebrew Scripture, revealing reciprocal 
representations of “the mother of the Messiah” in Christian and Jewish imaginaire. 
Deploying theories in gender studies, psychoanalysis, and comparative religion, 
this study offers a uniquely composite approach the “mythic gaps” in classic Jewish 
sources. The book won the Pines, Lakritz, and Warburg awards.

“Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel’s careful handling of discussions spanning 
nearly two thousand years of Jewish literary output is highly original and 
is accomplished by excellent knowledge of the relevant texts and of the 
research literature, gender studies, and myth theory. The overall picture 
that emerged from this book is an innovation within the field of Jewish 
thought … a major contribution to the understanding of the messianic 
idea and its development in certain branches of the Jewish world, as well 
as to the understanding of the importance of the role of women in the 
genealogy of the Messiah.”

— Moshe Idel, Professor Emeritus of Jewish Thought, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“This is a fascinating history of women’s transgressive sexuality, which 
features time and again in the biblical, rabbinic and kabbalistic sources, 
where it is construed as the crucial and most productive element of 
the redemptive process, giving rise to the famously irregular maternal 
genealogy of the Jewish Messiah in each one of his incarnations, right up 
to and including Jesus Christ.”

— Ada Rapoport-Albert, Professor of Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies, University College London

“Relying on a unique blend of feminist theory and psychoanalysis, 
Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel offers a highly illuminating account of the 
role of mothers—from the Bible to the Zohar—within the framework 
of messianic configurations. An innovative and beautifully written 
book that invites us to consider the great relevance of gender issues to 
the understanding of the enigmatic interrelations between transgression 
and redemption.” 

— Ilana Pardes, Professor of Gender and Comparative Literature, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel is a lecturer at the University of Haifa and is a research 
fellow at the Tel Aviv Institute for Contemporary Psychoanalysis and at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute. Her current research deals with intersections between 
mysticism, gender, and psychoanalysis.
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The books listed on the following pages 
were written, edited or translated by 
AJS members and published in 2017.

Congratulations 
to all!

2017
The books listed herein are on display in the Exhibit Hall 

at the JBC Sami Rohr Prize booth #108.

Books are listed alphabetically by author’s last name.
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Reconstructing the Old Country	
Eliyana R. Adler and Sheila E. Jelen
Wayne State University Press	
978-0-8143-4166-7	 $34.99	
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/
reconstructing-old-country

Religious Studies and Rabbinics	
Elizabeth Shanks Alexander 
and Beth A. Berkowitz
Routledge	
978-1-1382-8880-5 	 $140.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-
Studies-Rabbinics-Conversation-Routledge/
dp/1138288802/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=149754
3884&sr=8-1&keywords=religious+studies+and+rab
binics	

The Rabbi’s Atheist Daughter	
Bonnie S. Anderson	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1997-5624-7 	 $34.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Rabbis-Atheist-Daughter-
Ernestine-International/dp/0199756244/ref=sr_1_
sc_1	

Advocating for Israel
Natan Aridan	
Lexington Books	
978-1-4985-5377-3 	 $120.00	
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498553773/
Advocating-for-Israel-Diplomats-and-Lobbyists-from-
Truman-to-Nixon	

http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/reconstructing
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/reconstructing
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-Studies-Rabbinics-Conversation-Routledge/dp/1138288802/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-Studies-Rabbinics-Conversation-Routledge/dp/1138288802/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Religious-Studies-Rabbinics-Conversation-Routledge/dp/1138288802/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Rabbis-Atheist-Daughter-Ernestine-International/dp/0199756244/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Rabbis-Atheist-Daughter-Ernestine-International/dp/0199756244/ref
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498553773/Advocating
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498553773/Advocating
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The Implacable Urge to Defame	
Matthew Baigell	
Syracuse University Press	
978-0-8156-3510-9	 $29.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Implacable-Urge-Defame-
Traditions-Literature/dp/0815635109/ref=sr_1_1?ie
=UTF8&qid=1495466727&sr=8-1&keywords=baigell   

	
Islam and its Past	
Carol Bakhos and Michael Cook, eds.	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1987-4849-6 	 $85.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Islam-its-Past-Jahiliyya-
Antiquity/dp/0198748493	

Maimonides for Moderns	
Ira Bedzow 
Palgrave Macmillan 	
978-3-3194-4572-4	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-
Moderns-Statement-Contemporary-Philosophy/
dp/3319445723/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=149270
3690&sr=8-2&keywords=bedzow

	
We the Resilient
Sarah Bunin Benor and Tom Fields-Meyer, eds.
Luminare Press	
978-1-9447-3319-3	 $24.95	
https://www.amazon.com/We-Resilient-Wisdom-
America-Suffrage/dp/1944733191/	

https://www.amazon.com/Implacable-Urge-Defame-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815635109/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Implacable-Urge-Defame-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815635109/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Islam-its-Past-Jahiliyya-Antiquity/dp/0198748493
https://www.amazon.com/Islam-its-Past-Jahiliyya-Antiquity/dp/0198748493
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Moderns-Statement-Contemporary-Philosophy/dp/3319445723/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Moderns-Statement-Contemporary-Philosophy/dp/3319445723/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Moderns-Statement-Contemporary-Philosophy/dp/3319445723/ref
https://www.amazon.com/We-Resilient-Wisdom-America-Suffrage/dp/1944733191
https://www.amazon.com/We-Resilient-Wisdom-America-Suffrage/dp/1944733191
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צילום על העטיפה: דוד רובינגר, ידיעות אחרונות

עיצוב העטיפה: שי צאודרר

מחיר 116 ₪  |  מאי 2017

אוניברסיטת בןֿֿֿ־גוריון מכון בןֿֿֿ־גוריון לחקר ישראל והציונות
יד יצחק בן־צבי

קימי קפלן מלמד במחלקה 

לתולדות ישראל ויהדות זמננו 

על שם ישראל וגולדה קושיצקי 

באוניברסיטת בר־אילן. תחום 

מחקרו הוא היסטוריה דתית 

במאות התשע עשרה והעשרים, 

והוא חוקר זרמים דתיים בחברה 

היהודית, את הדרשה וספרות 

הדרוש ואת הדת העממית.

עמרם בלוי הנהיג את נטורי קרתא, קבוצה חרדית קנאית אנטי־ציונית, משלהי שנות 

השלושים עד אמצע שנות השישים של המאה העשרים. האיש והקבוצה הקטנה 

שהנהיג יזמו עשרות רבות של הפגנות, בעיקר בירושלים, במחאה על חילולי שבת 

ועל נורמות הצניעות במרחב הציבורי. הם התעמתו עם שוטרים והעסיקו רבות את 

משטרת ישראל, את נבחרי הציבור ואת השיח הציבורי והתקשורתי, והיו אורחים של 

קבע בבתי מעצר, בבתי משפט ובבתי כלא. עמרם בלוי עיצב במידה רבה את דימויהּ 

לשוליותה  הפוך  ביחס  עומד  זה  דימוי  מחאה.  כקבוצת  קרתא  נטורי  של  העָצמתי 

המספרית, ורישומו ניכר עד ימינו בזיכרון הקולקטיבי ובדעת הקהל בישראל.

אלה שהכירו את עמרם בלוי או פגשו אותו לא נותרו אדישים כלפיו. היו ששנאוהו, 

היו שחלקו עליו, והיו שראו בו קוריוז ומייצגו של עולם שאבד עליו הכלח. בה בעת 

היו שגילו בו עניין, העריצוהו או ראו בו דמות מיתית. הוא לא היה למדן, תאולוג או 

התנועתי־ במובן  עסקן  היה  ולא  רבניים  במשרה  או  בתואר  נשא  לא  הלכה,  פוסק 

סערה  וחולל  החרדי  העולם  מוסכמות  על  תיגר  מלקרוא  נרתע  לא  הוא  פוליטי. 

בנישואיו השניים לגיורת רות בן־דוד. עם זאת הוא היה אידאולוג ומפגין תקיף ונחוש 

שניחן באישיות ססגונית ומורכבת ובמזג סוער, ברגישות ובמאור פנים. 

ביוגרפיה זו, המבוססת על מגוון עשיר של מקורות, פותחת צוהר לעולמם של חרדים 

מי  של  סיפורו  את  היא מספרת  בפרט.  בלוי  ושל עמרם  בכלל  אנטי־ציונים  קנאים 

יש  נפרד ממנה.  ובו בזמן היה חלק בלתי  ולמדינת ישראל  שהתנגד למפעל הציוני 

בספר זה משום הזמנה להתבונן בציונות, במפעל הציוני ובמדינת ישראל מנקודת 

מבטו של אחד המתנגדים הגדולים והעקיבים שקמו להם בחברה היהודית במאה 

העשרים.
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Framing Sukkot	
Gabrielle Anna Berlinger	
Indiana University Press	
978-0-2530-3182-2 	 $36.00	
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0253031826/
ref=cm_sw_r_cp_dp_T1_1AMuzbB74274F

	
Jewish Legal Theories	
Yonatan Brafman and Leora F. Batnitzky, eds.
Brandeis University Press	
978-1-5846-5743-9	 $95.00	
http://www.upne.com/1584657439.html	

Grammar for Writers	
C. Beth Burch	
Archway Publishing	
978-1-4808-3866-6 	 $28.99 
https://www.amazon.com/Grammar-Writers-C-Beth-
Burch/dp/1480838667	

Amram Blau	
Kimmy Caplan	
Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi and The Ben Gurion 
Research Institute	
978-9-6521-7406-2 	 $32.88
https://www.ybz.org.
il/?CategoryID=632&ArticleID=6585#.
WUgNNOvyu70	

W r i t ings on stat e ,  
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Edited by  
Leora Batnitzky and 
Yonatan Brafman

Jewish Legal
Theories

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0253031826/ref
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0253031826/ref
http://www.upne.com/1584657439.html
https://www.amazon.com/Grammar-Writers-C-Beth-Burch/dp/1480838667
https://www.amazon.com/Grammar-Writers-C-Beth-Burch/dp/1480838667
https://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=632&ArticleID=6585#.WUgNNOvyu70
https://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=632&ArticleID=6585#.WUgNNOvyu70
https://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=632&ArticleID=6585#.WUgNNOvyu70
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Marking the Jews in Renaissance Italy	
Flora Cassen	
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-1071-7543-3 	 $90.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Marking-Jews-
Renaissance-Italy-Politics/dp/1107175437

	
Cultures and Contexts of Jewish Education	
Barry Chazan, Robert Chazan and 
Benjamin H. Jacobs 
Palgrave Macmillan
978-3-3195-1585-4 	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Cultures-Contexts-Jewish-
Education-Chazan/dp/3319515853

	
Maimonides and the Merchants	
Mark R. Cohen 
University of Pennsylvania Press	
978-0-8122-4914-9	 $65.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Merchants-
Society-Medieval-Contexts/dp/0812249143

	
Jewish Reform Movement in the U.S. 	
Mara W. Cohen Ioannides 
De Gruyter	
978-3-1105-0137-7 	 $91.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Reform-Movement-
Non-Liturgical-Conference/dp/3110501376/	

https://www.amazon.com/Marking-Jews-Renaissance-Italy-Politics/dp/1107175437
https://www.amazon.com/Marking-Jews-Renaissance-Italy-Politics/dp/1107175437
https://www.amazon.com/Cultures-Contexts-Jewish-Education-Chazan/dp/3319515853
https://www.amazon.com/Cultures-Contexts-Jewish-Education-Chazan/dp/3319515853
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Merchants-Society-Medieval-Contexts/dp/0812249143
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Merchants-Society-Medieval-Contexts/dp/0812249143
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Reform-Movement-Non-Liturgical-Conference/dp/3110501376
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Reform-Movement-Non-Liturgical-Conference/dp/3110501376
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Class of ‘31	
Brian E.	Crim	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1650-5	 $29.00	
https://www.academicstudiespress.com/
forthcoming/class-of-31-a-german-jewish-migrs-
journey-across-defeated-germany?rq=Jessel

Jewish Justices of the Supreme Court: 
From Brandeis to Kagan	
David G. Dalin	
Brandeis University Press	
978-1-6116-8238-0	 $26.78	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justices-Supreme-
Court-Brandeis/dp/161168238X

	
American Jewish Year Book 2016	
Arnold Dashefsky and Ira M. Sheskin, eds.
Springer International Publishing	
978-3-3194-6121-2	 $189.00	
https://www.amazon.com/American-Jewish-Year-
Book-2016-ebook/dp/B06W5DZDFD/ref=dp_kinw_
strp_1	

Rosa Manus (1881-1942)	
Francisca de Haan and Myriam Everard
Brill	
978-9-0043-3317-8	 $147.00	
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_
noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords
=myriam+everard+rosa+manus	

david g. dalin

Jewish Justices 
of the 

supreme court

from brandeis to kagan 
t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  l e g a c i e s

https://www.academicstudiespress.com/forthcoming/class
https://www.academicstudiespress.com/forthcoming/class
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justices-Supreme-Court-Brandeis/dp/161168238X
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justices-Supreme-Court-Brandeis/dp/161168238X
https://www.amazon.com/American-Jewish-Year-Book-2016-ebook/dp/B06W5DZDFD/ref
https://www.amazon.com/American-Jewish-Year-Book-2016-ebook/dp/B06W5DZDFD/ref
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref
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 יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה
 1750 –1700

שמואל פיינר

בדמויותיה  מסחררת  היהודים,  של  המודרני  העידן  את  הפותחת  עשרה,  השמונה  המאה 
ובאירועיה. תקופה זו, שעמדה בסימן התעצמות האוטונומיה של הפרט, התאפיינה בסתירות 
ובניגודים. מן הצד האחד נרקמו חזונות מרהיבים על עולם מתוקן ומואר של תבונה והומניזם, 
ומן הצד האחר צבעו חשדנות ושמרנות את המציאות בצבעים קודרים. תנועות של התחדשות 
דתית, דוגמת השבתאות והחסידות, פרצו לעולם, וקריאות לנאורות ולהרחבת גבולות הידע 

ערערו מוסכמות רבות. 
עת חדשה: יהודים באירופה במאה השמונה עשרה, 1700—1750 בא לשרטט את מלוא פניה 

של התקופה. כרך זה, ראשון מבין שניים, מקיף את מחציתה הראשונה של המאה השמונה 
עשרה באמצעות תיאור כרונולוגי של אירועים וסיפורי חיים. מתוך האזנה רגישה לקולות 
המחאה ולשאיפות לתיקון עולם ולהשגת אושר ליחיד ולכלל, מציג הספר עת חדשה את 

הביוגרפיה המפותלת של מאה שנים מנקודת מבטם של יהודי אירופה. 
משרתות,  ומשכילים,  מקובלים  ורבנים,  מנהיגים  של  סיפוריהם  אחר  עוקב  חדשה  עת 

עמדן,  יעקב  הרב  של  האינטימיים  חייו  לייב,  בת  גליקל  של  יומנה  והרפתקנים.  קבצנים 
רדיפתו של רמח"ל, פרשת "היהודי זיס", מחשבי קץ ועולים לארץ ישראל, עלילות הדם 

בפולין וגירוש יהודי פראג – כל אלה נארגים ביד אמן ויוצרים את סיפורה של תקופה.

שמואל פיינר הוא פרופסור להיסטוריה יהודית של העת החדשה באוניברסיטת בר-אילן 
ועומד בראש מכון ליאו בק בירושלים. בין ספריו: השכלה והיסטוריה: תולדותיה של הכרת 
משה  ה-18;  במאה  היהודית  ההשכלה  תנועת  הנאורות:  מהפכת  מודרנית;  יהודית  עבר 
מרכז  בהוצאת  )כולם  ה-18  המאה  ביהדות  וספקנות  מתירנות  החילון:  שורשי  מנדלסון; 

זלמן שזר(; מלחמת תרבות: תנועת ההשכלה היהודית במאה ה-19 )כרמל(.

על העטיפה: מדליונים המתארים את חייו ומותו של "היהודי זיס", 1738,

Photo: H. Zwietasch; Landesmuseum Württemberg, Stuttgart
עיצוב העטיפה: רמי וז׳קי
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מחיר מומלץ: 128.70 ₪
תאריך הופעה: מאי 2017

Ritual Murder in Russia, Eastern Europe, 
and Beyond	
Jonathan Dekel-Chen, Eugene Avrutin and
Robert Weinberg
Indiana University Press	
978-0-2530-2657-6	 $35.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Ritual-Murder-Russia-
Eastern-Europe/dp/0253026407/ref=sr_1_2
?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1492702849&sr=1-
2&keywords=dekel-chen	

Julius Rosenwald	
Hasia R. Diner	
Yale University Press	
978-0-3002-0321-9	 $25.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Julius-Rosenwald-
Repairing-World-Jewish/dp/0300203217/ref=sr_
1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498230823&sr=1-
1&keywords=diner%2C+Julius+Rosenwald

	
The Sacred Now	
Mark Elber 
Wipf and Stock	
978-1-5326-1759-1	 $18.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Now-Cultivating-
Spiritual-Consciousness/dp/1532617593/re
f=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505415379&sr=8-
1&keywords=The+Sacred+Now	

A New Age	
Shmuel	Feiner	
The Zalman Shazar Center Jerusalem	
978-9-6522-7343-7 	 $40.00	
http://www.shazar.org.il/Book/%D7%A2%D
7%AA+%D7%97%D7%93%D7%A9%D7%94.
aspx?code=185-671

https://www.amazon.com/Ritual-Murder-Russia-Eastern-Europe/dp/0253026407/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Ritual-Murder-Russia-Eastern-Europe/dp/0253026407/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Julius-Rosenwald-Repairing-World-Jewish/dp/0300203217/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Julius-Rosenwald-Repairing-World-Jewish/dp/0300203217/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Now-Cultivating-Spiritual-Consciousness/dp/1532617593/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Now-Cultivating-Spiritual-Consciousness/dp/1532617593/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Now-Cultivating-Spiritual-Consciousness/dp/1532617593/ref
http://www.shazar.org.il/Book
http://94.aspx
http://94.aspx
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The People of Godlbozhits	
Jordan Finkin, trans.	
Syracuse University Press	
978-0-8156-1092-2	 $39.95	
https://www.amazon.com/People-Godlbozhits-
Judaic-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815610920/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1495199269&sr=8-
1&keywords=people+of+godlbozhits	

Exile as Home	
Jordan D. Finkin	
University of Pittsburgh Press-Hebrew Union 
College Press	
978-0-8229-4506-2	 $28.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Exile-Home-
Cosmopolitan-Poetics-Naydus/dp/0822945061/re
f=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1497534163&
sr=1-1&keywords=exile+as+home	

The Book Smugglers	
David E. Fishman	
ForeEdge Books	
978-1-5126-0049-0	 $29.95	
http://www.upne.com/1512600490.html	

The Seven, A Family Holocaust Story	
Ellen G.	Friedman	
Wayne State University Press	  
978-0-8143-4413-2	 $29.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Family-Holocaust-
Story/dp/0814344135/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1
505153864&sr=8-1&keywords=Friedman%2C+The+
Seven%2C+A+Family+Holocaust+Story	

THE
BOOK

SMUGGLERS

Part isans ,  Poets ,  and the Race to  Save

Jewish Treasures from the Naz is

DAVID E.  FISHMAN

https://www.amazon.com/People-Godlbozhits-Judaic-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815610920/ref
https://www.amazon.com/People-Godlbozhits-Judaic-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815610920/ref
https://www.amazon.com/People-Godlbozhits-Judaic-Traditions-Literature/dp/0815610920/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Exile-Home-Cosmopolitan-Poetics-Naydus/dp/0822945061/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Exile-Home-Cosmopolitan-Poetics-Naydus/dp/0822945061/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Exile-Home-Cosmopolitan-Poetics-Naydus/dp/0822945061/ref
http://www.upne.com/1512600490.html
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Family-Holocaust-Story/dp/0814344135/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Family-Holocaust-Story/dp/0814344135/ref
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HaiFa

Nili Scharf Gold

City of Steps
Landscape and Literature  

of Hadar HaCarmel

The Danielic Discourse on Empire in 
Second Temple Literature	
Alexandria Frisch	
Brill	  
978-9-0043-3129-7	 $104.02	
https://www.amazon.com/Danielic-Discourse-
Literature-Supplements-Journal/dp/9004331298%
3FSubscriptionId%3D0Y7GGVV3BRV7YENVTNG2%2
6tag%3Djimlord-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%
3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%
3D9004331298

From Things Lost	
Shirli Gilbert	
Wayne State University Press	
978-0-8143-4265-7	 $26.99	
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/
things-lost

	
Tangle of Matter & Ghost	
Aubrey Glazer	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1581-2	 $29.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Tangle-Matter-Ghost-Post-
Secular-Post-Rabbinic/dp/1618115812

	

Haifa: City of Steps	
Nili Scharf Gold	
Brandeis University Press	
978-1-5126-0118-3	 $29.95	
http://www.upne.com/1512601183.html	

https://www.amazon.com/Danielic-Discourse-Literature-Supplements-Journal/dp/9004331298
https://www.amazon.com/Danielic-Discourse-Literature-Supplements-Journal/dp/9004331298
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/things
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/things
https://www.amazon.com/Tangle-Matter-Ghost-Post-Secular-Post-Rabbinic/dp/1618115812
https://www.amazon.com/Tangle-Matter-Ghost-Post-Secular-Post-Rabbinic/dp/1618115812
http://www.upne.com/1512601183.html
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Trauma in First Person	
Amos Goldberg	
Indiana University Press 	
978-0-2530-2974-4	 $67.99	
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.
php?products_id=808891

Judaism	
Lenn E.	Goodman	
Routledge	
978-1-1381-9336-9	 $44.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Judaism-Contemporary-
Philosophical-Investigation-Investigating/
dp/1138193364/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=149278
5918&sr=8-1&keywords=Judaism%3A+A+Contempo
rary+Philosophical+Investigation	

Toward Nationalism’s End	
Adi Gordon	
Brandeis University Press	
978-1-5126-0086-5	 $95.00	
http://www.upne.com/1512600865.html	

The Virtue Ethics of Levi Gersonides	
Alexander Green	
Palgrave Macmillan	  
978-3-3194-0819-4	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Virtue-Ethics-Levi-
Gersonides/dp/3319408194	

An Intellectual Biography of 

Adi Gordon

nationalism’s
end

towar d

h an s k o hn

http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=808891
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=808891
https://www.amazon.com/Judaism-Contemporary-Philosophical-Investigation-Investigating/dp/1138193364/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Judaism-Contemporary-Philosophical-Investigation-Investigating/dp/1138193364/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Judaism-Contemporary-Philosophical-Investigation-Investigating/dp/1138193364/ref
http://www.upne.com/1512600865.html
https://www.amazon.com/Virtue-Ethics-Levi-Gersonides/dp/3319408194
https://www.amazon.com/Virtue-Ethics-Levi-Gersonides/dp/3319408194
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Come Back for Me	
Sharon Green	
New Jewish Press	
978-1-9883-2606-1	 $20.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Back-Me-Sharon-
Hart-Green/dp/1988326060	

The Body in Religion	
Yudit Kornberg Greenberg	
Bloomsbury Academic	  
978-1-4725-9503-4	 $29.95
https://www.amazon.com/Body-Religion-Cross-
Cultural-Perspectives/dp/1472595033/ref=sr_1
_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505254054&sr=1-
6&keywords=the+body+in+religion	

Kibbutz: Utopia and Politics	
Aviva Halamish	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1624-6	 $119.00
https://www.amazon.com/Kibbutz-Politics-1897-
1987-Society-Culture/dp/161811624X	

Jewish Magic before the Rise of Kabbalah	
Yuval Harari	
Wayne State University Press	
978-0-8143-3630-4	 $64.99	
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0814336302/ref=sr_
isbn_r?keywords=9780814336304

https://www.amazon.com/Come-Back-Me-Sharon-Hart-Green/dp/1988326060
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Back-Me-Sharon-Hart-Green/dp/1988326060
https://www.amazon.com/Body-Religion-Cross-Cultural-Perspectives/dp/1472595033/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Body-Religion-Cross-Cultural-Perspectives/dp/1472595033/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Kibbutz-Politics-1897-1987-Society-Culture/dp/161811624X
https://www.amazon.com/Kibbutz-Politics-1897-1987-Society-Culture/dp/161811624X
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0814336302/ref
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Warriors, Witches, Whores: 
Women in Israeli Cinema	
Rachel S. Harris	
Wayne State University Press 	
978-0-8143-3967-1	 $35.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Warriors-Witches-Whores-
Contemporary-Approaches/dp/0814339670

	
The Cambridge Companion to Judaism 
and Law	
Christine Elizabeth Hayes, ed.	
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-1076-4494-6	 $34.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Cambridge-Companion-
Judaism-Companions-Religion/dp/1107644941/ref=
sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491595765&sr=8-1&keyword
s=cambridge+companion+to+judaism+and+law	

Who Will Lead Us?	
Samuel C. Heilman 	
University of California Press	
978-0-5202-7723-6	 $29.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Will-Lead-Us-
Dynasties/dp/0520277236/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&
qid=1500345096&sr=8-1&keywords=who+will+lead
+us+the+story+of+five+hasidic+dynasties+in+
america	

Jabotinsky’s Children	
Daniel Kupfert Heller	
Princeton University Press	
978-0-6911-7475-4	 $35.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Jabotinskys-Children-
Polish-Right-Wing-Zionism/dp/069117475X/ref=sr_1
_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505158238&sr=8-1&keywords=j
abotinsky%27s+children+polish+jews+and+the+rise
+of+right-wing+zionism
	

https://www.amazon.com/Warriors-Witches-Whores-Contemporary-Approaches/dp/0814339670
https://www.amazon.com/Warriors-Witches-Whores-Contemporary-Approaches/dp/0814339670
https://www.amazon.com/Cambridge-Companion-Judaism-Companions-Religion/dp/1107644941/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Cambridge-Companion-Judaism-Companions-Religion/dp/1107644941/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Will-Lead-Us-Dynasties/dp/0520277236/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Will-Lead-Us-Dynasties/dp/0520277236/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jabotinskys-Children-Polish-Right-Wing-Zionism/dp/069117475X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jabotinskys-Children-Polish-Right-Wing-Zionism/dp/069117475X/ref
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a  h i s t o r y  o f 
the book of zerubbabel

Martha Himmelfarb

JEWISH MESSIAHS
in a CHRISTIAN EMPIRE
• •

• • •

Deborah and Her Sisters	
Jonathan M. Hess	
University of Pennsylvania Press	
978-0-8122-4958-3	 $49.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Deborah-Her-Sisters-
Nineteenth-Century-Celebrated/dp/0812249585/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1504050757&sr=8-
1&keywords=deborah+and+her+sisters	

Jewish Messiahs in a Christian Empire	
Martha Himmelfarb	
Harvard University Press	
978-0-6740-5762-3	 $39.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Messiahs-
Christian-Empire-Zerubbabel/dp/0674057627/ref=s
r_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1500340183&sr=1-
1&keywords=Himmelfarb+Zerubbabel	

The Russian-Jewish Tradition: Intellectuals, 
Historians, Revolutionaries
Brian J. Horowitz	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1556-0	 $81.96	
https://www.amazon.com/Russian-Jewish-
Tradition-Intellectuals-Historians-Revolutionaries/
dp/1618115561/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=149271
5975&sr=8-1&keywords=Horowitz%2C+Russian+Je
wish+tradition	

The Charm of Wise Hesitancy	
David C. Jacobson	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1554-6	 $79.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Charm-Wise-Hesitancy-
Talmudic-Contemporary/dp/1618115545/ref=sr_1_
1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496019361&sr=1-1&ke
ywords=the+charm+of+wise+hesitancy

	

The  
Russian- 

Jewish  
Tradition

Intellectuals Historians 
Revolutionaries

BRIAN HOROWITZ

INTRODUCTION BY William Craft Brumfield
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Jews of Russia & Eastern Europe and Their Legacy
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In their diasporic cultural creations, Russia’s Jews employed the general 
themes of artists under tsars and Soviets, but they modified these themes 
to fit their own needs. The result was a hybrid, Russian-Jewish culture, 
unique and dynamic. Few today consider that Jewish Eastern Europe, the “old 
world,” was in fact a power incubator of modern Jewish consciousness. Brian 
Horowitz, a well-known scholar of Russian Jewry, presents essays on Jewish 
education, historiography, literature, and Jewish philosophy that intersect 
with contemporary interests on the big questions of Jewish life. The book lets 
us grasp the meaning of secular Judaism and gives models from the past in 
order to stimulate ideas for the present.

“Through this learned, wide-ranging collection of articles on a 
fascinating generation of Jewish intellectuals, historians and authors, 
Brian Horowitz provides an invaluable set of insights into the many 
different connections between Russian and Jewish cultures and 
societies.... With articles on S. An-sky, Simon Dubnow, Vladimir 
Jabotinsky and other key figures, this book will soon become 
required reading for students and scholars of Russian, Jewish and 
East European histories.”

—Scott Ury Senior Lecturer, Department of Jewish History; Director, 
Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism and 

Racism, Tel Aviv University

“Brian Horowitz’s beautifully written essays illustrate the vibrancy 
and vicissitudes of Russian Jewish thought in the late Imperial and 
early Soviet periods. With mastery of Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian, and 
German sources, he plumbs the depths of philosophy and fiction 
to convey the subtleties of Jewish intellectual history all the while 
countering the stereotype of Jewish victimization.”

—Steven G. Marks, Professor of History,  
Clemson University

Brian Horowitz is the holder of the Sizeler Family Chair in Jewish Studies 
at Tulane University in New Orleans. He is an expert on the Jews of Eastern  
Europe and author of several books, including Empire Jews, Jewish Philanthropy 
and Education in Late-Tsarist Russia, and Russian Idea—Jewish Presence.

https://www.amazon.com/Deborah-Her-Sisters-Nineteenth-Century-Celebrated/dp/0812249585/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Deborah-Her-Sisters-Nineteenth-Century-Celebrated/dp/0812249585/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Deborah-Her-Sisters-Nineteenth-Century-Celebrated/dp/0812249585/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Messiahs-Christian-Empire-Zerubbabel/dp/0674057627/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Messiahs-Christian-Empire-Zerubbabel/dp/0674057627/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Russian-Jewish-Tradition-Intellectuals-Historians-Revolutionaries/dp/1618115561/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Russian-Jewish-Tradition-Intellectuals-Historians-Revolutionaries/dp/1618115561/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Russian-Jewish-Tradition-Intellectuals-Historians-Revolutionaries/dp/1618115561/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Charm-Wise-Hesitancy-Talmudic-Contemporary/dp/1618115545/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Charm-Wise-Hesitancy-Talmudic-Contemporary/dp/1618115545/ref
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Psychoanalysis and Jewish Life
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This volume explores the female dynasty of the House of David and its influence 
on the Jewish messianic myth. It provides a missing link in the chain of research on 
the topic of messianism and contributes to the understanding of the connection 
between female transgression and redemption, from the Bible through Rabbinic 
literature until the Zohar. The author examines the centrality of the mother 
image in Judeo-Christan culture and the parallels between the figure of Mary in 
the Gospels and the Davidic mothers in  Hebrew Scripture, revealing reciprocal 
representations of “the mother of the Messiah” in Christian and Jewish imaginaire. 
Deploying theories in gender studies, psychoanalysis, and comparative religion, 
this study offers a uniquely composite approach the “mythic gaps” in classic Jewish 
sources. The book won the Pines, Lakritz, and Warburg awards.

“Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel’s careful handling of discussions spanning 
nearly two thousand years of Jewish literary output is highly original and 
is accomplished by excellent knowledge of the relevant texts and of the 
research literature, gender studies, and myth theory. The overall picture 
that emerged from this book is an innovation within the field of Jewish 
thought … a major contribution to the understanding of the messianic 
idea and its development in certain branches of the Jewish world, as well 
as to the understanding of the importance of the role of women in the 
genealogy of the Messiah.”

— Moshe Idel, Professor Emeritus of Jewish Thought, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“This is a fascinating history of women’s transgressive sexuality, which 
features time and again in the biblical, rabbinic and kabbalistic sources, 
where it is construed as the crucial and most productive element of 
the redemptive process, giving rise to the famously irregular maternal 
genealogy of the Jewish Messiah in each one of his incarnations, right up 
to and including Jesus Christ.”

— Ada Rapoport-Albert, Professor of Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies, University College London

“Relying on a unique blend of feminist theory and psychoanalysis, 
Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel offers a highly illuminating account of the 
role of mothers—from the Bible to the Zohar—within the framework 
of messianic configurations. An innovative and beautifully written 
book that invites us to consider the great relevance of gender issues to 
the understanding of the enigmatic interrelations between transgression 
and redemption.” 

— Ilana Pardes, Professor of Gender and Comparative Literature, 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel is a lecturer at the University of Haifa and is a research 
fellow at the Tel Aviv Institute for Contemporary Psychoanalysis and at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute. Her current research deals with intersections between 
mysticism, gender, and psychoanalysis.
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Mothers of the Messiah in the Jewish Myth

RUTH KARA-IVANOV KANIEL

Holiness and  
Transgression

Women of the Wall	
Yuval Jobani and Nahshon Perez	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1902-8044-4	 $74.00
https://www.amazon.com/Women-Wall-Navigating-
Religion-Sacred/dp/0190280441/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UT
F8&qid=1493306046&sr=8-2&keywords=jobani

	

Set in Stone	
Jenna Weissman Joselit	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1902-5319-6	 $29.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Set-in-Stone-Americas-
Embrace-Commandments/dp/0190253193	

The Illustrated Pirkei Avot	
David Zvi Kalman and Joshua Schwartz	
Print-O-Craft Press	
978-0-9905-1555-5 	 $25.00	
https://shabb.es/product/ethics/	

Holiness and Transgression: 
Mothers of the Messiah in the Jewish Myth 	
Ruth Kara-Ivanov Kaniel	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1560-7	  $89.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Holiness-Transgression-
Mothers-Messiah-Psychoanalysis/dp/161811560X/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493108762&sr=8-1&key
words=Holiness+and+Transgression%3A+Mothers+o
f+the+Messiah+in+the+Jewish+Myth
	

https://www.amazon.com/Women-Wall-Navigating-Religion-Sacred/dp/0190280441/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Women-Wall-Navigating-Religion-Sacred/dp/0190280441/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Set-in-Stone-Americas-Embrace-Commandments/dp/0190253193
https://www.amazon.com/Set-in-Stone-Americas-Embrace-Commandments/dp/0190253193
https://shabb.es/product/ethics
https://www.amazon.com/Holiness-Transgression-Mothers-Messiah-Psychoanalysis/dp/161811560X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Holiness-Transgression-Mothers-Messiah-Psychoanalysis/dp/161811560X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Holiness-Transgression-Mothers-Messiah-Psychoanalysis/dp/161811560X/ref
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T H E  C A M B R I D G E H I ST O R Y  o f 

j u d a i s m

v o l u m e s o n e t o t h r e e

v o l u m e 1   Introduction: The Persian Period
e d i t e d b y  W. D. Davies and Louis Finkelstein

1984, 978 0 521 21880 1

v o l u m e 2   The Hellenistic Age
e d i t e d b y  W. D. Davies and Louis Finkelstein

1989, 978 0 521 21929 7

v o l u m e 3   The Early Roman Period
e d i t e d b y  William Horbury, W. D. Davies and John Sturdy

1999, 978 0 521 24377 3

v o l u m e 4   The Late Roman-Rabbinic Period
e d i t e d b y  Steven T. Katz
2006, 978 0 521 77248 8

T H E 

C A M B R I DG E 

H I S T O R Y  O F

J U DA I SM

v o l u m e  t w o

T h e 

h e l l e n i s t i c 

a g e

contents of volume two

The archeology of Hellenistic Palestine 
marie-christine halpern-zylberstein

The political and social history of Palestine from Alexander 
to Antiochus III (333–187 b.c.e.) martin hengel

Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek in the Hellenistic age  
james barr

The Diaspora in the Hellenistic age harald hegermann
The interpenetration of Judaism and Hellenism in the 

pre-Maccabean period martin hengel
The men of the Great Synagogue (circa 400–170 b.c.e.) 

louis finkelstein
The Pharisaic leadership after the Great Synagogue (170 

b.c.e.–135 c.e.) louis finkelstein
Antiochus IV otto mørkholm
The Hasmonean revolt and the Hasmonean dynasty 

jonathan a. goldstein
Jewish literature in Hebrew and Aramaic in the Greek era 

mathias delcor
Jewish-Greek literature of the Greek period 

nikolaus walter
The apocrypha and pseudepigrapha of the Hellenistic 

period mathias delcor
The book of Daniel h. l. ginsberg
The matrix of apocalyptic paul d. hanson
The Septuagint and its Hebrew text harry m. orlinsky
The Targumim roger le déaut
The Samaritans james d. purvis
The growth of anti-Judaism or the Greek attitude towards 

Jews emilio gabba

 PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

This seventh volume of The Cambridge History 
of Judaism provides an authoritative and detailed 
overview of early modern Jewish history, offering 
a detailed and authoritative interpretive survey of 
Judaism from 1500 to 1815.  The essays, written 
by an international team of scholars, situate 
the Jewish experience in relation to the multiple 
political, intellectual and cultural currents of 
the period. They also explore and problematize 
the “modernization” of world Jewry over this 
period from a global perspective, covering Jews 
in the Islamic world and in the Americas, as well 
as in Europe, with many chapters straddling the 
conventional lines of division between Sephardic, 
Ashkenazic, and Mizrahi history. The most up 
to date, comprehensive, and authoritative work 
on this topic currently available, this volume will 
serve as an essential reference tool and ideal point 
of entry for advanced students and scholars of 
early modern Jewish history.

T H E  C A M B R I D G E 

H I S T O RY  O F 

J U DA I SM 
 

VOLUM E  SEV E N

T H E  E A R LY  MODE R N 

WOR L D,  1 50 0 – 181 5

EDITED BY 

J O N A T H A N  K A R P  A N D 

A D A M  S U T C L I F F E

World War I and the Jews
World War I and the Jews
Conflict and Transformation
 in Europe, the Middle East, 
and America
Edited by

MARSHA L. ROZENBLIT AND JONATHAN KARP

Edited by MARSHA L. ROZENBLIT AND JONATHAN KARP

HISTORY / JEWISH STUDIES

 berghahn
N E W  Y O R K •  O X F O R D
www.berghahnbooks.com

 

Cover image: Cover image: detail 
from French postcard depicting the 
1914 death of Rabbi Abraham Bloch 
during World War I

Conflict and Transformation  in Europe, the Middle East,  and America

This volume fi lls a crucial research gap in modern Jewish history, contains 
excellent essays by senior and junior scholars, and makes a convincing case 
why the “Great War” marked a crucial turning point in modern Jewish history 
on both sides of the Atlantic.

Tobias Brinkmann, The Pennsylvania State University

World War I utterly transformed the lives of Jews around the world: it allowed 
them to display their patriotism, to dispel antisemitic myths about Jewish 

cowardice, and to fi ght for Jewish rights. Yet Jews also suffered as refugees 
and deportees, at times catastrophically. And in the aftermath of the war, 
the replacement of the Habsburg Monarchy and the Russian and Ottoman 
Empires with a system of nation-states confronted Jews with a new set of 
challenges. This book provides a fascinating survey of the ways in which 
Jewish communities participated in and were changed by the Great War, 
focusing on the dramatic circumstances they faced in Europe, North America, 
and the Middle East during and after the confl ict.

MARSHA L. ROZENBLIT is the Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of Modern 
Jewish History at the University of Maryland.  She is the author of The Jews 
of Vienna, 1867-1914: Assimilation and Identity (1983) and Constructing a 
National Identity: The Jews of Habsburg Austria during World War I (2001), 
and is the co-editor, with Pieter M. Judson, of Constructing Nationalities in 
East Central Europe (2005). 

JONATHAN KARP is Associate Professor of History and Judaic Studies at 
Binghamton University. He is the author of The Politics of Jewish Commerce: 
Economic Thought and Emancipation in Europe, 1638-1838 (2008) and edi-
tor of several academic collections, including, with Adam Sutcliffe, Philosem-
itism in History (2012) and the Cambridge History of Judaism in the Early 
Modern Period (2017). He was Executive Director of the American Jewish 
Historical Society from 2010-2013.
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World War I and the Jews	
Jonathan Karp and Marsha Rozenblit, eds.
Berghahn Books	
978-1-7853-3592-1  	 $130.00	
http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/
RozenblitWorld	

The Cambridge History of Judaism, vol. 7	
Jonathan Karp and Adam Sutcliffe, eds.  
Cambridge University Press	
978-0-5212-1880-1 	 $215.00	
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/
religion/judaism/cambridge-history-judaism-volume-
7?format=HB#WbqfHlKlvGszAQwD.97	

The Jewish Ghetto and the Visual Imagination 
of Early Modern Venice	
Dana E.	Katz	
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-1071-6514-4	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-
Ghetto-Visual-Imagination-Modern/
dp/1107165148/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_
encoding=UTF8&qid=1490551996&sr=8-1

Pirqei deRabbi Eliezer: 
Structure, Coherence, Intertextuality	
Katharina E. Keim	
Brill	
978-9-0043-3311-6   $120.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Pirqei-deRabbi-Eliezer-
Intertextuality-Christianity/dp/9004333118/ref=sr_
1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506094903&sr=8-1&keywords
=pirqei+derabbi+eliezer+katharina+keim+brill	

Dana E. Katz examines the Jewish ghetto of Venice as a paradox of urban 
space. In 1516 the Senate established the ghetto on the periphery of the city and 
legislated nocturnal curfews to reduce the Jews’ visibility in Venice. Katz argues 
that it was precisely this practice of marginalization that put the ghetto on 
display for Christian and Jewish eyes. According to her research, early modern 
Venetians grounded their conceptions of the ghetto in discourses of sight. Katz’s 
unique approach demonstrates how Venice’s Jewish ghetto engaged the sensory 
imagination of its inhabitants in complex and contradictory ways that both shaped 
urban space and reshaped Christian-Jewish relations.

Dana E. Katz is Joshua C. Taylor Associate Professor of Art History and 
Humanities at Reed College. Her research explores representations of religious 
difference in early modern Italy, with a particular focus on Jewish-Christian 
relations. Katz is the author of The Jew in the Art of the Italian Renaissance, as  
well as articles in The Art Bulletin, Art History, and Jewish History.

Jacket image: Giovanni Merlo, Vero o real 
disegno della inclita cita di Venetia. Photo 
courtesy of The Newberry Library, Chicago 
(Novacco, 4F 288).

Printed in the United States of America
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The Jewish Ghetto 
and the Visual 
Imagination of 
Early Modern Venice
Dana E. Katz

http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/RozenblitWorld
http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/RozenblitWorld
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/religion/judaism/cambridge
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/religion/judaism/cambridge
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish
https://www.amazon.com/Pirqei-deRabbi-Eliezer-Intertextuality-Christianity/dp/9004333118/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Pirqei-deRabbi-Eliezer-Intertextuality-Christianity/dp/9004333118/ref


15

Holocaust Resistance in Europe and America	
Victoria Khiterer, ed. 	
Cambridge Scholars Publishing	
978-1-4438-9873-7	 $90.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Holocaust-Resistance-
Europe-America-Dilemmas/dp/1443898732	

Survivor Transitional Narratives of 
Nazi-Era Destruction	
Dennis B. Klein	
Bloomsbury	
978-1-3500-3714-4	 $114.00	
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_
noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Surv
ivor+Transitional+Narratives+of+Nazi-Era+Destructi
on&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3ASurvivor+Transitional+Narr
atives+of+Nazi-Era+Destruction	

Honest Bodies	
Hannah Kosstrin	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1993-9693-1	 $35.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Honest-Bodies-
Revolutionary-Modernism-Sokolow/dp/0199396930/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505154171&sr=8-1&key
words=kosstrin+honest+bodies	

American Jewry and the Re-Invention of the 
East European Jewish Past	
Markus	Krah
De Gruyter	
978-3-1104-9943-8	 $103.99
https://www.amazon.com/American-Re-
Invention-European-Perspectives-History/
dp/3110499924/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_
encoding=UTF8&qid=1506537146&sr=8-1	

H A N N A H  K O S S T R I N

Honest Bodies

2nd revised

Revolutionary 
Modernism 
in the Dances of 
Anna Sokolow

https://www.amazon.com/Holocaust-Resistance-Europe-America-Dilemmas/dp/1443898732
https://www.amazon.com/Holocaust-Resistance-Europe-America-Dilemmas/dp/1443898732
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Honest-Bodies-Revolutionary-Modernism-Sokolow/dp/0199396930/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Honest-Bodies-Revolutionary-Modernism-Sokolow/dp/0199396930/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Honest-Bodies-Revolutionary-Modernism-Sokolow/dp/0199396930/ref
https://www.amazon.com/American-Re-Invention-European-Perspectives-History/dp/3110499924/ref
https://www.amazon.com/American-Re-Invention-European-Perspectives-History/dp/3110499924/ref
https://www.amazon.com/American-Re-Invention-European-Perspectives-History/dp/3110499924/ref
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Ambivalent Embrace	
Rachel Kranson	
University of North Carolina Press	
978-1-4696-3543-9	 $27.50	
https://www.amazon.com/Ambivalent-Embrace-
Mobility-Postwar-America/dp/1469635437/re
f=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505488156&sr=8-
1&keywords=ambivalent+embrace	

Jewish, Christian, and Classical Exegetical 
Traditions in Jerome’s Translation of the 
Book of Exodus	
Matthew A. Kraus	
Brill	
978-9-0043-4297-2	 $131.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Classical-
Exegetical-Traditions-Translation/dp/9004342974/
ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qi
d=1504123737&sr=1-1=r	

When The State Winks 	
Michal Kravel-Tovi	
Columbia University Press	
978-0-2311-8324-6	 $65.00	
https://www.amazon.com/When-State-Winks-
Performance-Conversion/dp/0231183240	

Tales in Context	
Rella Kushelevsky	
Wayne State University Press	
978-0-8143-4271-8	 $84.99	
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/tales-
context	

m i c h a l  k r a v e l - t o v i

w h e n  t h e  
s t a t e  w i n k s 
T h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  o f  J e w i s h  

c o n v e r s i o n  i n  i s r a e l

https://www.amazon.com/Ambivalent-Embrace-Mobility-Postwar-America/dp/1469635437/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Ambivalent-Embrace-Mobility-Postwar-America/dp/1469635437/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Ambivalent-Embrace-Mobility-Postwar-America/dp/1469635437/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Classical-Exegetical-Traditions-Translation/dp/9004342974/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Classical-Exegetical-Traditions-Translation/dp/9004342974/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Classical-Exegetical-Traditions-Translation/dp/9004342974/ref
https://www.amazon.com/When-State-Winks-Performance-Conversion/dp/0231183240
https://www.amazon.com/When-State-Winks-Performance-Conversion/dp/0231183240
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/tales
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Genocide: The Act As Idea 	
Berel Lang	
University of Pennsylvania Press	
978-0-8122-4885-2	 $24.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Genocide-Pennsylvania-
Studies-Human-Rights/dp/0812248856	

Textual Silence 	
Jessica Lang	
Rutgers University Press	
978-0-8135-8991-6 	 $34.95	
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/textual-
silence/9780813589916	

Medieval Jerusalem	
Jacob Lassner	
University of Michigan Press	
978-0-4721-3036-8	 $75.00	
https://www.press.umich.edu/9394056/medieval_
jerusalem	

Collecting Recipes 	
Lennart	Lehmhaus and Matteo Martelli, eds.
De Gruyter	
978-1-5015-1077-9	
99,95 €/$114.99 /£81.99	
https://www.degruyter.com/view/
product/456501	

Medieval
Jerusalem

Forging an Islamic City in Spaces
Sacred to Christians and Jews

Jacob Lassner

https://www.amazon.com/Genocide-Pennsylvania-Studies-Human-Rights/dp/0812248856
https://www.amazon.com/Genocide-Pennsylvania-Studies-Human-Rights/dp/0812248856
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/textual-silence/9780813589916
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/textual-silence/9780813589916
https://www.press.umich.edu/9394056/medieval_jerusalem
https://www.press.umich.edu/9394056/medieval_jerusalem
https://www.degruyter.com/view/product/456501
https://www.degruyter.com/view/product/456501
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Wenige Disziplinen waren und sind hinsichtlich ihrer universitätspolitischen 
Bedeutung und gesellschaftlichen Relevanz so umstritten wie die Judaistik 
oder Jüdischen Studien. Der vorliegende Band stellt verschiedene Positionen 
aus Deutschland zusammen und berücksichtigt dabei auch Konzepte der 
Jüdischen Studien in benachbarten deutschsprachigen Universitäten.

www.degruyter.com
ISBN  978-3-11-052103-0 
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  JUDAISTIK 
IM  WANDEL 
 EIN HALBES JAHRHUNDERT FORSCHUNG UND 
LEHRE ÜBER DAS JUDENTUM IN DEUTSCHLAND 

Judaistik im Wandel	
Andreas Lehnardt	
De Gruyter	
978-3-1105-2347-8	 $80.99	
https://www.degruyter.com/view/
product/480970	

Biblical Narratives of Israelites 
and their Neighbors	
Adriane	Leveen 
Routledge	
978-1-1387-0461-9	 $148.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Narratives-
Israelites-their-Neighbors/dp/113870461X/re
f=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1507046107&sr=8-
1&keywords=Adriane+Leveen	

Joseph: Portraits Through the Ages	
Alan Levenson	
Jewish Publication Society	
978-0-8276-1250-1	 $32.85	
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Portraits-
Alan-T-Levenson-ebook/dp/B01IQJ3A30/ref
=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1492718630&sr=8-
1&keywords=joseph+alan+levenson

	
Tax Law and Social Norms in Mandatory 
Palestine and Israel	
Assaf Likhovski	
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-3168-1685-1	 $114.00	
https://www.amazon.com/s?ie=UTF8&page=
1&rh=n%3A283155%2Cp_27%3AAssaf%20
Likhovski	
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Portraits through the Ages
Alan T. Levenson

https://www.degruyter.com/view/product/480970
https://www.degruyter.com/view/product/480970
https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Narratives-Israelites-their-Neighbors/dp/113870461X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Narratives-Israelites-their-Neighbors/dp/113870461X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Biblical-Narratives-Israelites-their-Neighbors/dp/113870461X/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Portraits-Alan-T-Levenson-ebook/dp/B01IQJ3A30/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Portraits-Alan-T-Levenson-ebook/dp/B01IQJ3A30/ref
https://www.amazon.com
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German-Jewish Thought and Its Afterlife	
Vivian Liska	
Indiana University Press	
978-0-2530-2485-5 	 $30.00	
https://www.amazon.com/German-Jewish-Thought-
Its-Afterlife-Literature/dp/0253024854/ref=sr_1
_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498227724&sr=1-
2&keywords=German-Jewish+Thought	

Sabbatian Heresy	
Pawel Maciejko, ed.
Brandeis University Press	
978-1-6116-8727-9 	 $95.00	
http://www.upne.com/1611687279.html	

The Origins of Midrash 	
Paul D. Mandel	
Brill	
978-9-0041-5314-1      $162.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Midrash-Teaching-
Supplements-Journal/dp/9004153144

	
For the Good of the Nation: Institutions for 
Jewish Children in Interwar Poland 	
Sean Martin, ed.	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1567-6	 $79.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Nation-Institutions-
Children-Documentary/dp/1618115677/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1505154581&sr=8-1&keywords=%22
for+the+good+of+the+nation%22	

Sabbatian 
Heresy

Edited by 
Paweł Maciejko
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https://www.amazon.com/German-Jewish-Thought-Its-Afterlife-Literature/dp/0253024854/ref
https://www.amazon.com/German-Jewish-Thought-Its-Afterlife-Literature/dp/0253024854/ref
http://www.upne.com/1611687279.html
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Midrash-Teaching-Supplements-Journal/dp/9004153144
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Midrash-Teaching-Supplements-Journal/dp/9004153144
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Nation-Institutions-Children-Documentary/dp/1618115677/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Nation-Institutions-Children-Documentary/dp/1618115677/ref
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M
irguet

In this book, Françoise Mirguet traces the appropriation and 
reinterpretation of pity by Greek-speaking Jewish communities of late 
antiquity. Pity and compassion, in this corpus, comprised a hybrid of 
Hebrew, Greek, and Roman constructions; depending on the texts, they 
were a spontaneous feeling, a practice, a virtue, or a precept of the Mosaic 
law. The requirement to feel for those who suffer sustained the identity 
of the Jewish minority, both creating continuity with its traditions and 
emulating dominant discourses. Mirguet’s book will be of interest to 
scholars of early Judaism and Christianity for its sensitivity to the role 
of feelings and imagination in the shaping of identity. An important 
contribution to the history of emotions, it explores the role of the emotional 
imagination within the context of Roman imperialism. It also contributes 
to understanding how compassion has come to be so highly valued in 
Western cultures.

Françoise Mirguet (Ph.D., Université Catholique de Louvain, 2007) is an 
Associate Professor of Hebrew and Near Eastern Cultures at Arizona State 
University, where she is also a member of Jewish Studies. She has been the 
recipient of a post-doctoral fellowship from the Belgian Research Council 
(2007–2010); she has also been a fellow at the Harvard Center for Hellenic 
Studies (spring 2013), at the Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the 
University of Pennsylvania (fall 2015), and at the Harvard Center for Jewish 
Studies (2016–2017). Her first book was published in 2009 by Brill; she has 
also published several peer-reviewed articles.
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Cover illustration: Eva Isaksen, Steps Apart 
(2013), courtesy of the artist and Foster/White 
Gallery, Seattle

Printed in the United Kingdom

An Early History of 
Compassion
Emotion and Imagination 
in Hellenistic Judaism

Francoise Mirguet

The Myth of the Medieval Jewish Moneylender, 
Vol. I
Julie L. Mell	
Palgrave Macmillan	
978-1-1373-9776-8  	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Myth-Medieval-Jewish-
Moneylender-Intellectual/dp/1137397764	

An Early History of Compassion	
Francoise Mirguet	
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-1071-4626-6	 $99.99	
https://www.amazon.com/Early-History-Compassion-
Imagination-Hellenistic/dp/1107146267/ref=sr_1_1
?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498592091&sr=1-1&key
words=mirguet+early+history+compassion	

Jewish New York	
Deborah Dash Moore	
New York University Press	
978-1-4798-5038-9	 $28.00	
https://nyupress.org/
books/9781479850389/	

Jewish History	
David N. Myers	
Oxford University Press	
978-0-1997-3098-8	 $11.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-History-Short-
Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199730989/ref=sr_
1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1492725139&sr=8-1&keywords
=david+myers+jewish+history+oxford	

https://www.amazon.com/Myth-Medieval-Jewish-Moneylender-Intellectual/dp/1137397764
https://www.amazon.com/Myth-Medieval-Jewish-Moneylender-Intellectual/dp/1137397764
https://www.amazon.com/Early-History-Compassion-Imagination-Hellenistic/dp/1107146267/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Early-History-Compassion-Imagination-Hellenistic/dp/1107146267/ref
https://nyupress.org/books/9781479850389
https://nyupress.org/books/9781479850389
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-History-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199730989/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-History-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0199730989/ref
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Wrestling with Shylock 	
Edna Nashon and Michael Shapiro, eds.
Cambridge University Press	
978-1-1070-1027-7       $135.00
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/
literature/renaissance-and-early-modern-literature/
wrestling-shylock-jewish-responses-i-merchant-venic
ei?format=HB#VvdrSqucHWVHo6zK.97

Jewish Justice	
David Novak	
Baylor University Press	
978-1-4813-0529-7	 $49.95	
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justice-
Contested-Limits-Covenant/dp/1481305298/
ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506006045&sr=8-
1&keywords=jewish+justice	

Nationalizing Judaism	
David Ohana	
Lexington Books	
978-1-4985-4360-6	 $85.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Nationalizing-
Judaism-Zionism-Theological-Ideology/
dp/149854360X	

The Midrashic Impulse and the 
Contemporary Literary Response to Trauma	
Monica Osborne	
Lexington Press	
978-1-4985-6490-8	 $90.00	 
https://rowman.com/
ISBN/9781498564908	

THE MIDRASHIC IMPULSE AND 
THE CONTEMPORARY LITERARY 
RESPONSE TO TRAUMA

MONICA OSBORNE

JEWISH STUDIES • LITERATURE
Lexington Studies in Jewish Literature

Series Editor: Victoria Aarons, Trinity University

“By aligning traditional Midrash with contemporary modes of interpretation by Levinas, Agamben, and others, 
Monica Osborne has significantly enlivened the dialogue between Jewish thought and post-Holocaust, North 
American fiction. The Midrashic Impulse and the Contemporary Literary Response to Trauma is alert at every 
turn to the gaps, silences, and wounds that mark a text and opens to view many previously unnoticed cross-cultural 
connections between scriptural and secular literatures.”  —ERIC J. SUNDQUIST, Johns Hopkins University

“Osborne has drawn upon an ancient Jewish mode of thought to present a profound and deeply insightful analysis 
of American Jewish literature and the contemporary literary response to trauma. Her study exemplifies an 
understanding of how and why the literary response to historical trauma opens up insights that can be accessed 
only through literature—but with the difference of the uniquely Jewish mode of midrashic thought. This book is a must 
read for students and scholars of Holocaust literature.”  —DAVID PATTERSON, University of Texas at Dallas

“Beautifully written, this book demonstrates the power of literature, not necessarily to heal but to connect us to 
trauma without doing further violence to those it encompasses. Osborne’s adept analyses of the literary texts 
invite the reader into the instructive world of midrash, rendering these ancient conversations accessible to 
teachers and students both in and beyond Jewish studies.”  —CLAIRE KATZ, Texas A&M University

Since the end of World War II, we have witnessed countless artistic responses to the Holocaust, yet we 
remain unable to adequately address the atrocities. While Theodor Adorno later rescinded his comments on 
the barbaric nature of writing poetry after Auschwitz, The Midrashic Impulse and the Contemporary Literary 
Response to Trauma begins with the possibility that he was right—that his admonition against poetry warns 
against employing representational modes that transgress the boundaries of the ethical when it comes to the 
Holocaust. There is a language—other than the language of representation—with which we might speak 
authentically about such atrocities. This study explores what it means for the world of literature to renounce 
the language of representation and retain the language of witness. Drawing on the work of Emmanuel 
Levinas, Maurice Blanchot, Geoffrey Hartman, and others, this book focuses on the increasing tendency of 
contemporary writers to rely on non-representational approaches to storytelling in the context of trauma. 
This tendency is named the “midrashic impulse” given its similarity to ancient rabbinic approaches to the 
silences of the Hebrew bible through the creation of Midrash.

MONICA OSBORNE is visiting assistant professor of Jewish studies at Pepperdine University. 
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Cover image: “Escape” by Samuel Bak. Image 
courtesy of the Pucker Gallery.

LEXINGTON BOOKS
An imprint of
Rowman & Littlefield
800-462-6420 • www.rowman.com

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/literature/renaissance-and-early-modern-literature/wrestling
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https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justice-Contested-Limits-Covenant/dp/1481305298/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Justice-Contested-Limits-Covenant/dp/1481305298/ref
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https://www.amazon.com/Nationalizing-Judaism-Zionism-Theological-Ideology/dp/149854360X
https://www.amazon.com/Nationalizing-Judaism-Zionism-Theological-Ideology/dp/149854360X
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498564908
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498564908


22

Bad Rabbi	
Eddy Portnoy	
Stanford University Press	
978-0-8047-9761-0	 $75.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Rabbi-Strange-
Stories-Stanford/dp/0804797617/ref=mt_
hardcover?_encoding=UTF8&me=	

Jews on the Frontier	
Shari Rabin	
New York University Press	
978-1-4798-3047-3	 $37.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Jews-Frontier-Religion-
Nineteenth-Century-Religions-ebook/dp/
B06XYQ41LM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=14927064
71&sr=8-1&keywords=shari+rabin	

Opinionated: The World View 
of a Jewish Woman	
Sara Reguer	
Academic Studies Press	
978-1-6181-1645-1	 $34.00	
https://www.amazon.com/Opinionated-World-View-
Jewish-Woman/dp/1618116452/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF
8&qid=1498507085&sr=8-1&keywords=opinionate
d%3A+the+world+view+of+a+Jewish+woman	

“What! Still Alive?!” Jewish Survivors in Poland 
and Israel Remember Homecoming	
Monika Rice	
Syracuse University Press	
978-0-8156-3553-6	 $60.00	
https://www.amazon.com/What-Still-Alive-
Survivors-Homecoming/dp/0815635397/ref
=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1495140880&sr=8-
1&keywords=monika+rice	

https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Rabbi-Strange-Stories-Stanford/dp/0804797617/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Rabbi-Strange-Stories-Stanford/dp/0804797617/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jews-Frontier-Religion-Nineteenth-Century-Religions-ebook/dp/B06XYQ41LM/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jews-Frontier-Religion-Nineteenth-Century-Religions-ebook/dp/B06XYQ41LM/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Jews-Frontier-Religion-Nineteenth-Century-Religions-ebook/dp/B06XYQ41LM/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Opinionated-World-View-Jewish-Woman/dp/1618116452/ref
https://www.amazon.com/Opinionated-World-View-Jewish-Woman/dp/1618116452/ref
https://www.amazon.com/What-Still-Alive-Survivors-Homecoming/dp/0815635397/ref
https://www.amazon.com/What-Still-Alive-Survivors-Homecoming/dp/0815635397/ref
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Jewish Love Magic: From Late Antiquity to the Middle Ages is the first

monograph dedicated to the supernatural methods employed by Jews

in order to generate love, grace or hate. Examining hundreds of

manuscripts, often unpublished, Ortal-Paz Saar skillfully illuminates

a major aspect of the Jewish magical tradition.

This book explores rituals, spells and important motifs of Jewish love

magic, repeatedly comparing them to the Graeco-Roman and

Christian traditions. In addition to recipes and amulets in Hebrew,

Aramaic and Judaeo-Arabic, primarily originating in the Cairo

Genizah, also rabbinic sources and responsa are analysed, 

resulting in a comprehensive and fascinating picture.

Ortal-Paz Saar (Ph.D. 2009, Tel Aviv University) is a cultural historian

researching Judaism and its contacts with other religious traditions.

Her publications focus on ancient and medieval Jewish magic, 

and she currently researches Jewish diasporic identity at 
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Conflict and Transformation  in Europe, the Middle East,  and America

This volume fi lls a crucial research gap in modern Jewish history, contains 
excellent essays by senior and junior scholars, and makes a convincing case 
why the “Great War” marked a crucial turning point in modern Jewish history 
on both sides of the Atlantic.

Tobias Brinkmann, The Pennsylvania State University

World War I utterly transformed the lives of Jews around the world: it allowed 
them to display their patriotism, to dispel antisemitic myths about Jewish 

cowardice, and to fi ght for Jewish rights. Yet Jews also suffered as refugees 
and deportees, at times catastrophically. And in the aftermath of the war, 
the replacement of the Habsburg Monarchy and the Russian and Ottoman 
Empires with a system of nation-states confronted Jews with a new set of 
challenges. This book provides a fascinating survey of the ways in which 
Jewish communities participated in and were changed by the Great War, 
focusing on the dramatic circumstances they faced in Europe, North America, 
and the Middle East during and after the confl ict.

MARSHA L. ROZENBLIT is the Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of Modern 
Jewish History at the University of Maryland.  She is the author of The Jews 
of Vienna, 1867-1914: Assimilation and Identity (1983) and Constructing a 
National Identity: The Jews of Habsburg Austria during World War I (2001), 
and is the co-editor, with Pieter M. Judson, of Constructing Nationalities in 
East Central Europe (2005). 

JONATHAN KARP is Associate Professor of History and Judaic Studies at 
Binghamton University. He is the author of The Politics of Jewish Commerce: 
Economic Thought and Emancipation in Europe, 1638-1838 (2008) and edi-
tor of several academic collections, including, with Adam Sutcliffe, Philosem-
itism in History (2012) and the Cambridge History of Judaism in the Early 
Modern Period (2017). He was Executive Director of the American Jewish 
Historical Society from 2010-2013.
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emoirs of an Unfinished Tale

What if Luke had to reteach the basic lessons of his history of the early Church?  How 
would he communicate his point while livening up the details for someone who either 
was not present for the actual event or had not paid su�cient attention the �rst time he 
wrote Acts of the Apostles?
 �is is Luke’s résumé for a younger and still eager �eophilus.  He reenacts stories and 
replays events almost as a performance before the audience’s eyes. He knows that history 
is not a dry memorization of facts nor a chain of events, but a compendium of vital 
lessons that guide growth and change.  History unfolds as episodes, cohering around an 
intelligible theme with drama and suspense.  Not unlike a play, it requires imaginative 
performance to both entertain and provoke an audience to react.  
 �is is a fresh way of presenting the Bible, a method based on a rapidly growing 
movement in college and university classrooms called “reacting.” It is in line with more 
traditional ways of understanding Scripture as performed in the context of liturgy.  At 
the same time this book challenges individual with creative poems and illustrations and 
a built-in system of application questions for daily readings.

“Mark Whitters’s Memoirs of an Un�nished Tale is a remarkable achievement, a creative update of 
the Book of Acts. It invites readers into the �rst century while drawing Acts into the twenty-�rst. 
Beautifully written, the book o�ers the fruit of contemplation rooted in solid scholarship. 
�oughtful questions at the end of each chapter make it even more valuable for personal Bible 
study—but it would be the most fun read, or acted out, in community. �is book is unique, 
wonderful, and highly recommended!”
—LESLIE BAYNES, Missouri State University
 
“Drawing from certain aspects and features of the historical novel, the narrative sermon, and the 
exegetical commentary, Whitters creatively performs a new genre of biblical interpretation by 
retelling the story of the Acts of the Apostles. His performance sets the story in the historical and 
cultural setting of �rst-century Jews and Gentiles and their world. �e boundary between the �rst 
and the twenty-�rst centuries, however, dissolves as Whitters entices the modern reader to leave 
the spectator’s seat and to enter the story as a participant . . .”
—TROY W. MARTIN, Saint Xavier University

“Whitters provides his readers with an imaginative re-envisioning of the composition of the Book 
of Acts as a highly selective, performative, and episodic sequence of vital lessons drawn from the 
Lukan understanding of the history of the early church.”
—GARY KNOPPERS, University of Notre Dame

Mark F. Whitters  is a senior lecturer with a post in Jewish Studies in the Department of 
History & Philosophy at Eastern Michigan University.  He is a member of an ecumenical brotherhood 
called Servants of the Word that has done urban outreach in the city of Detroit, where he has lived for 
the past 17 years. He is author and editor of several books and more than 20 articles.
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http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org
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2016
The Archive Thief
Lisa Moses Leff        

Oxford University Press 

                     

2015
The Best Place on 

Earth
 Ayelet Tsabari

Harper Collins Canada

                     

2014
The Aleppo Codex     
Matti Friedman          
Algonquin Books

                     

2013
The Innocents        

Francesca Segal                                     
Voice

                     

2012
When They Come 

For Us, We’ll Be Gone        
Gal Beckerman                       

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt                      

2017
Ways to Disappear

Idra Novey 
Little, Brown and 

Company

                     

Sami Rohr Prize Winners
since inception in 2007
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2010
Jewish Renaissance In 
the Russian Revolution       

Kenneth Moss
Harvard University Press                      

2010
Plumes

Sarah Abrevaya 
Stein

Yale University Press                      

2009
One More Year
Sana Krasikov                  
Spiegel & Grau                        

                     

2008
The Man in 

The White Sharkskin Suit
Lucette Lagnado                 
Harper Perennial                                     

                     

2007
The Genizah at the 
House of Shepher     

Tamar Yellin
Toby Press                      

2011
The Jump Artist
Austin Ratner       

Bellevue 
Literary Press

                     

To recognize emerging writers who demonstrate a fresh vision
and evidence of future contribution to the Jewish lexicon.

The $100,000 fiction and non-fiction prizes are awarded in alternate years.
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Sami Rohr Prize Choice Award Recipients

2016
Rav Kook

Yehudah Mirsky 
Yale University Press

2015
The Lion Seeker                  
Kenneth Bonert                   
Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt

                     

2014
Becoming Frum    

Sarah Bunin Benor                               
Rutgers University 

Press                     

2013
Leaving the 

Atocha Station                    
Ben Lerner                                                           

Coffee House Press                     

Moses Montefiore
j e w i s h  l i b e r a t o r , i m p e r i a l  h e r o

a b i g a i l  g r e e n

2012
Moses Montefiore         

Abigail Green                               
Belknap Press of 

Harvard University                    

2011
A Curable Romantic    

Joseph Skibell                       
Algonquin Books                     

2009
The Septembers of Shiraz           

Dalia Sofer                    
Ecco Books                     

	

2008
Houses of Study                

Ilana M. Blumberg             
University of Nebraska 

Press

	

2008
The Price of Whiteness

Eric L. Goldstein        
Princeton University Press                 

                     

2007
Not Me

Michael Lavigne                   
Random House                   

2007
Our Holocaust
Amir Gutfreund          
The Toby Press                        

                     

2017
The Last Flight of 

Poxl West                
Daniel Torday                   

St. Martin’s Press
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Please join us in celebrating reciPients of the

2017 JORDAN SCHNITZER BOOK AWARDS
Sunday, December 17 • 9:30 pm   

Capitol Room, Marriott Marquis Washington, DC

WINNERS
Jewish Literature and Linguistics 

Golem: Modern Wars and Their Monsters
MAYA BARZILAI, University of Michigan 

(New York University Press)

Medieval and Early Modern Jewish History and Culture
Contested Treasure: Jews and Authority in the Crown of Aragon

THOMAS W. BARTON, University of San Diego 
(Pennsylvania State University Press)

Modern Jewish History and Culture: Africa, Americas, Asia, and Oceania
Young Lions: How Jewish Authors Reinvented the American War Novel

leah garrett, Monash University 
(Northwestern University Press)

Philosophy and Jewish Thought
A Political Theory for the Jewish People

CHAIM GANS, Tel Aviv University 
(Oxford University Press)

FINALISTS
Jewish Literature and Linguistics 

The Marriage Plot: Or, How Jews Fell in Love with Love, and with Literature 
NAOMI SEIDMAN, Graduate Theological Union (Stanford University Press)

Medieval and Early Modern Jewish History and Culture
Anti-Jewish Riots in the Crown of Aragon and the Royal Response, 1391–1392

BENJAMIN R. GAMPEL, Jewish Theological Seminary (Cambridge University Press)

Modern Jewish History and Culture: Africa, Americas, Asia, and Oceania
Across Legal Lines: Jews and Muslims in Modern Morocco

JESSICA M. MARGLIN, University of Southern California (Yale University Press)

Philosophy and Jewish Thought
The Christian Schism in Jewish History and Jewish Memory

JOSHUA EZRA BURNS, Marquette University (Cambridge University Press)
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Paul Goldberg, The Yid

Adam Ehrlich Sachs, Inherited Disorders: Stories, Parables 

& Problems

Rebecca Schiff, The Bed Moved

Dan Ephron, Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
and the Remaking of Israel

Aviya Kushner, The Grammar of God: A Journey into the Words 
and Worlds of the Bible

Adam D. Mendelsohn, The Rag Race: How Jews Sewed 
Their Way to Success in America and the British Empire

Yelena Akhtiorskaya, Panic in a Suitcase

Molly Antopol, The UnAmericans

Boris Fishman, A Replacement Life

Marni Davis, Jews and Booze: Becoming American in the 
Age of Prohibition

Nina S. Spiegel, Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, 

Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate 

Palestine

Eliyahu Stern, The Genius: Elijah of Vilna & the Making of 
Modern Judaism

Shani Boianjiu, The People of Forever Are Not Afraid 

Stuart Nadler, The Book of Life

Asaf Schurr, Motti

Sami Rohr Prize Fellows
since inception in 2007

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013
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Ruth A. Franklin, A Thousand Darknesses: Lies and Truth in 
Holocaust Fiction 

Jonathan Krasner, The Benderly Boys and American Jewish 
Education

James Loeffler, The Most Musical Nation: Jews and Culture in 
the Late Russian Empire

Allison Amend, Stations West

Nadia Kalman, The Cosmopolitans

Julie Orringer, The Invisible Bridge

Lila Corwin Berman, Speaking of Jews: Rabbis, Intellectuals, 
and the Creation of an American Public Identity 

Ari Y. Kelman, Station Identification: A Cultural History of 
Yiddish Radio in the United States

Danya Ruttenberg, Surprised by God: How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love Religion

Elissa Albert, The Book of Dahlia

Anne Landsman, The Rowing Lesson

Anya Ulinich, Petropolis

Michael Makovsky, Churchill’s Promised Land: Zionism and 
Statecraft

Haim Watzman, A Crack in the Earth: A Journey Up Israel’s 
Rift Valley 

Naomi Alderman, Disobedience

Yael Hedaya, Accidents

2012 

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007



Bring some of the most respected and dynamic 
scholars of Jewish Studies to your community.

Questions or bookings contact Jay Litzman at  
jlitzman@associationforjewishstudies.org  
or telephone 212 294-8301 ext. 6202

See website for more information 
about topics and speakers 
www.ajslectures.org

Topics include: History, Culture, Holocaust, Bible and more.

Dr. Pamela NadellDr. Jonathan SarnaDr. Amy-Jill Levine

Distinguished Lectureship Program

AJS thanks the speakers who gave their time to 
participate as lecturers in the 

Distinguished Lectureship Program in the past year:

Dr. Yael aronoff

Dr. Samantha BaSkinD

Dr. reuven fireStone

Dr. amY-Jill levine

Dr. Shachar PinSker

Dr. JoDi magneSS

Dr. Dean Bell

Dr. Jonathan Sarna

Dr. SuSannah heSchel



LOOKING  AHEAD
Save the Date

The 50th AJS conference 

will be held in Boston, MA on 

December 16-18, 2018
Join us for the celebration.

AJS and the Jewish Book Council 

Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature

will present its annual display of books

by AJS members published in 2018. 

For more information go to 

https://associationforjewishstudies.org/annual-conference 

in February 2018.

https://associationforjewishstudies.org/annual


Congratulations to the 2017 
Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature

Winners

The Yid
Picador                       

Inherited Disorders
Regan Arts

                     

The Bed Moved 
Knopf

Ways to Disappear
Little, Brown and Company

The Last Flight of 
Poxl West

St. Martin’s Press

Idra Novey
Winner

Daniel Torday
Choice Award Winner

Paul Goldberg Adam Ehrlich Sachs           Rebecca Schiff

pms 294
pms 3005

Fellows


